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Complete Subjects and
Complete Predicates

Lesson 1

Emperor penguins / live in one of the harshest environments on Earth.

a. b.

Which part of this sentence (a. or b.) tells whom or what the sentence
is about?

Which part of this sentence (a. or b.) tells what happens? ___

Every sentence contains a subject and a predicate. The complete subject in
a sentence is made up of a noun or pronoun and words that tell about it. The
complete predicate in a sentence is made up of a verb and words that tell what

the subject is, has, or does.
See Handbook Sections 11, 12

Part 1

Underline the complete subject in each sentence once. Underline each complete predicate twice.

1. 'This species of penguin survives in the extreme conditions of Antarctica.

2. Antarctica is the coldest and windiest continent on Earth.
3. Colonies of Emperor penguins live along the Antarctic coast.
4. Groups of penguins huddle together on the ice.
5. 'This action protects the penguins against the cold and wind.
6. The body of an Emperor penguin contains a large amount of fat.
7. 'This body fat provides insulation against the cold.
8. Emperor penguin chicks are born during the long Antarctic winter.
9. The female penguin lays a single egg in mid-May.
10. She goes on a two-month journey to the sea in search of food.
11. The female leaves the egg with her mate.
12. 'The male penguin balances the egg on his feet.
13. A fold of skin on the male’s abdomen covers the egg.
14. This fold protects the egg from the harsh environment.
15. The male penguin eats nothing during this time.
16. The female returns in mid-July from her journey.
17. 'The male transfers the egg back to his mate.
18. The egg hatches soon after this transfer.
19. The mother penguin feeds her newly hatched Emperor chick. E?v%?go\:vzz?ﬁ:: ?: f:r:'fti:rrcetitcl::_e

Beasts 23~ Critters 9



Part 2

Add a subject or a predicate to each phrase to make a sentence. Underline the complete subject in each
sentence you write. Circle the complete predicate in each sentence.

20. the icy waters off the coast

21. eat fish and squid

22. study the penguins’ habits

23. strong Antarctic winds

Part 3

Complete subjects and predicates may be very short (Penguins / swim) or very long. Short sentences
can make a paragraph seem direct and can help focus readers’ attention on actions and events. Long
sentences in a paragraph can create a smooth flow that carries the reader along from one idea to the
next while providing clear descriptions and explanations.

On the lines below write a short paragraph about an unusual animal. Make the subjects and predicates in
your sentences short and concise. Then rewrite your paragraph on another sheet of paper, adding words and
phrases to make the subjects and predicates longer and more informative. For what purpose might the more
concise paragraph be better? For what purpose might the more descriptive paragraph be better?

Name

10 . Beasts ‘ Critters



Simple Subjects and
Simple Predicates

Lesson 2

Scientists in New Zealand study the habits of the kiwi, an unusual bird.

The complete subject of the sentence above is in boldfaced type. Draw a box
around the most important word in the complete subject. Circle the verb that
tells what the subject does.
Do some research on this fascinating creature.
Can you find a subject at the beginning of this sentence?
Which word below would fit as the subject of the sentence? Circle it.
you research scientists bird
" The simple subject is the most important word or words in the complete subject. It
is a noun or pronoun that tells whom or what the sentence is about. By identifying
the simple subject in a sentence, you can determine whether the subject is singular
or plural and choose the correct verb form to use with it. The subject of a request or
a command (an imperative sentence) usually is not named. The person being spoken

to, you, is the understood subject. The simple predicate is the verb that tells
about the subject. It may tell what the subject did or what was done to the subject;

or, it may link the subject to words that tell about it.

Part 1

Draw a box around the simple subject in each sentence. If the subject is the understood you, write you on
the line. Then underline the simple predicate.

1. The tiny kiwi scurries quickly from place to place.
2. 'The wings of this flightless bird are very small.

The kiwi has nostrils at the end of its long beak.

LN S

The feathers of the kiwi look much like hair.

b

Describe the kiwi’s physical appearance.

6. The oropendola is another interesting type of bird.

7. This member of the Icterid family lives in Central and
South American rainforests and grasslands. The kiwi is a flightless bird
native to New Zealand.
8. The nest of the oropendola resembles a long hanging sack.
9. Notice those long nests hanging from tree branches.
10. That male bowerbird has built a nest with sticks, leaves, and moss.

11. He is decorating the nest with pebbles, berries, and shells.

12. The elaborate nest will attract a female bowerbird’s attention.

Beasts 23 Critters "



Part 2

Write five sentences about birds with unusual characteristics. You may use nouns and verbs from the word
bank as simple subjects or simple predicates. Use the understood subject you in one of your sentences.

researchers fly beak hunt habitat lives
builds nest eats branches study rainforest

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Part 3 See Handbook Sections 35, 36, 37

Use the Internet or an encyclopedia to research another unusual bird. Then write an e-mail to a friend,
family member, or key pal describing this bird. Begin with the reason you are e-mailing, Use proper
netiquette, such as typing a clear subject line; avoiding special type features, emoticons, or capital letters;
and including a detailed salutation (full name and e-mail address). When you have finished your first draft,
read your e-mail from beginning to end. Did you achieve your purpose for writing? Proofread for errors in
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. Then write your final draft and print out a hard copy. Circle the
simple subject in each sentence. Underline each simple predicate.

Name

12 Beasts Critters




Compound Subjects and
Compound Predicates

Lesson 3

Many Australian zoologists and veterinarians study marsupials.

A marsupial carries and nurses its young in a pouch on its stomach.

Write S next to the sentence that contains two or more simple subjects.
Write P next to the sentence that contains two or more simple predicates.

A compound subject is two or more subjects joined by a coordinating conjunc-
tion (and, but, or). A compound predicate is two or more verbs joined by a

coordinating conjunction.
See Handbook Sections 11, 12
Part 1

Each sentence below has either a compound subject or a compound predicate. If a sentence has a com-
pound subject, underline the nouns that are the simple subjects. If a sentence has a compound predicate,
circle the verbs that are the simple predicates.

1. Koalas, kangaroos, and wallabies are three kinds of marsupials.
Koalas live in trees and sleep up to 20 hours a day.
. They survive on a diet of eucalyptus leaves and drink very little water.

. Australia and Papua New Guinea are home to kangaroos and wallabies.

2
3
4
5. These marsupials have powerful hind legs and hop from place to place.
6. Baby koalas, kangaroos, and wallabies are called joeys.
7. A joey crawls into its mother’s pouch after birth and receives nourishment from her.
8. Wombats and Tasmanian devils are two other kinds of marsupials.
9. Wombats dig and live in burrows.
10. Native grasses and shrub roots are part of the wombat’s diet.

11. Tasmanian devils hunt and eat small mammals and birds.

12. 'The appearance and sound of the Tasmanian devil frightens some people.

13. Tasmanian devils look fierce and screech while eating.

14. Wombats and Tasmanian devils have backward-facing pouches.

15. The newborn wombat makes its way into its mother’s pouch
and stays there for up to ten months.

16. The Tasmanian devil joey enters its mother’s pouch

after birth and remains there for about four months.

The Tasmanian devil looks ferocious
and has an eerie cry.

Beasts 23 Critters 13



Part 2

Combine each pair of sentences to form one sentence that has either a compound subiect or a compound
. p p j p
predicate.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Opossums are marsupials. Numbats are marsupials, too.

The opossum grasps branches with its tail. The animal also carries nesting material with its tail.

Baby opossums develop inside their mother’s pouch. Later they ride on their mother’s back.

Numbats live in the woodlands of western Australia. They eat termites.

Dogs prey on the numbat. Foxes prey on this marsupial, too.

Part 3

It is possible to have both a compound subject and a compound predicate in the same sentence.
(The boys and girls talked and laughed together.) However, both parts of the compound subject must
be performing both actions of the compound predicate. Avoid sentences like this one: (7be birds
and dogs chirped and barked.) This sentence might make the reader think that the dogs chirped and
the birds barked.

On the lines below, rewrite the incorrect sentence as two separate sentences. Write C beside the sentence
that uses compound subjects and predicates correctly.

22. 'The campers and counselors swam and splashed in the lake.

23. 'The stars and the wind sparkled brightly and blew softly.

Name

14,
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Direct Objects and
Indirect Objects

Lesson 4

a. Cheetahs and leopards catch wart hogs and other prey on the African plains.
b. Zookeepers give visitors information about these predators.

Circle the nouns in sentence a. that tell what cheetahs catch. Circle the noun in
sentence b. that tells what zookeepers give visitors. Draw a line under the noun in
sentence b. that tells 20 whom they give it.

A direct object is a noun or pronoun that receives the action of the verb. To find
the direct object, say the verb and then ask “What?" or “Whom?” An indirect
object is a person or thing to whom something is given, told, or taught. The
indirect object is a noun or pronoun, and it comes before the direct object. To
determine whether a word is an indirect object, move it after the direct object
and put the word to or for in front of it. Example: Zookeepers give information
to visitors. A sentence may have more than one direct object or indirect object.

Part 1

Circle each direct object in the sentences below. Underline each indirect object. Be careful. Not all
sentences contain indirect objects.

1. The zookeeper gave us a short lecture about cheetahs and leopards.
2. The cheetah hunts its prey during the daytime.

3. 'This swift predator catches creatures using its strong claws.

4. It holds the doomed animal by the neck.
5. The cheetah must eat its catch quickly.

6. Other predators may steal its food.

7. A cheetah cannot defeat a lion or a pack of hyenas.
8. 'The mother cheetah brings her cubs meat from her catch.
9. The leopard most often stalks prey at night.

10. ‘'This carnivore can kill animals larger than itself. The cheetah is the fastest
land animal on Earth.

11. The leopard keeps its catch from other predators in an effective way.

12. It climbs a large, thick-branched tree with its catch in its jaws.

13. 'The leopard then eats its meal in the branches, safe from lions and hyenas.

14. The zookeeper gave adults and children more details about differences between cheetahs and leopards.

15. Many people asked the zookeeper questions after her speech.

Beasts Critters 15



Part 2

Comoplete each sentence with a direct object or an indirect object from the word bank. Write DO next
to each sentence that contains a direct object from the word bank. Write 7O next to each sentence that
contains an indirect object from the word bank.

teacher water class us cubs fur

16. Our teacher gave information about the world’s wild cats.

17. Wild cats groom their

18. Mother cats carry their with their mouths. __

19. One student asked the a question about wild cats’ dislike of water.
20. He gave the a surprising answer.

21. Tigers, leopards, and jaguars like and are good swimmers.

Part 3

An object complement is a noun, pronoun, or adjective that follows a direct object and identifies or
describes the direct object. An object complement is often used with verbs that create or nominate,
such as make, name, elect, paint, call, and so on. In the sentence He painted the fence white, for
example, the adjective white is the object complement, since it describes the direct object fence. In
the sentence 7he team elected her captain, the noun captain is an object complement; it identifies
what the direct object ber has been elected.

Read the passage below. Find each direct object and underline it. Then put a box around each object
complement that identifies or describes the direct object. Be careful. Not all sentences contain object
complements. (22-36)

The setting sun turned the African landscape pink. The wildlife photographer spied a cheetah across
the plain. This sighting made her happy. She would get a perfect photo of the graceful animal!

Suddenly, storm clouds turned the sky black. This change in the weather made the photographer
unhappy: it spoiled her perfect photo opportunity. The cheetah gave a high-pitched call and sprinted away.

"The photographer expressed disappointment. That photo could have made her an award winner!

Name
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ead
Piscove”

Lesson 5

Invertebrates are animals without backbones.

Most terrestrial invertebrates are small.
Find the simple subject and the linking verb in each sentence above. Put a box
around the boldfaced noun that tells who or what the subject of its sentence

is. Circle the boldfaced adjective that gives descriptive information about the
subject of its sentence.

A predicate noun follows a linking verb and tells more about who or what
the subject is. A predicate adjective follows a linking verb and describes the

subject.
See Handbook Section 12

Part 1

Underline the linking verb in each sentence. Put a box around each predicate noun. Circle each
predicate adjective.

1. Cephalopods are an ancient group of marine invertebrates.

2. They are also a class of mollusks. 8 o o O DD
3. Mollusks are animals with soft bodies and, in most cases, shells. @ |II
4. Some marine biologists are experts on cephalopods. | e:g::g?lllg lf‘: ai
5. According to these experts, a cephalopod’s brain is relatively large.
6. These creatures are the most intelligent of the invertebrates.
7. Squid and octopuses are one variety of cephalopod.
8. Giant squid and colossal squid are two species of squid. >=
_colossal squid
9. In the past, people were awestruck by tales of giant sea monsters. maximum estimated
length: 46 feet
10. Marine biologists became curious about the existence of gigantic squid.
11. Antarctica’s Ross Sea was the site of a major discovery in January 2007.
12. John Bennett is the captain of a New Zealand fishing boat.
13. He was amazed at the sight of a colossal squid tangled in his fishing lines.
14. The adult male squid was enormous—the largest one ever recovered.
15. 'The creature’s weight was about 1,000 pounds.
16. The squid’s length was 33 feet.
17. Bennett’s capture of the colossal squid was a major contribution to our

knowledge of cephalopods.
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Part 2

Write a predicate noun or a predicate adjective to complete each sentence.

18. When I look at the ocean, I feel

19. My favorite sea creature is the

20. Invertebrates are

21. Octopuses are

22. Two species of squid are

23. When the researcher saw the giant squid, he became

24.  When marine biologists learned of the discovery of the colossal squid, they felt

Part 3

Ten nouns from the lesson are hidden in the word search puzzle below. Circle them and list them on the
lines. Then use some of these words to write two sentences, one with a predicate noun and the other with
a predicate adjective. Do this on another sheet of paper.

Cr B Poslloiimdo i) Poopow § D 8 Nouns
LR i ey T 1 M O E i 22

K dMudeill ol AT LD A U E D

$ V- T D M B Ol Bl Hood gl 28

£ H B Lok Eab RN B EYS ;z
S NG TT g s K 8§ R OC G| 31

T e TR, A L T R 32

I N V E R PURlogsp o o&oT ES Z

A N Lipu® 18 1P X o' v 7

TR Y LaBul e B0 N B8

Name
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Prepositional Phrases

Lesson 6

The hummingbirds flew around the garden.
Where did the hummingbirds fly?

A prepositional phrase can tell how, what kind, when, how much, or where.

A prepositional phrase begins with a preposition, such as about, around, at, by,
from, in, into, of, on, over, to, or with. It ends with a noun or pronoun that is the
object of the preposition. The words between the preposition and its object
are part of the prepositional phrase. A prepositional phrase can appear at the

beginning, middle, or end of a sentence.
See Handbook Section 20
Part 1

Underline each prepositional phrase. Circle the preposition that begins each phrase. Put a box around the
object of the preposition. There may be more than one prepositional phrase in each sentence.

We are learning about different bird species in science class.

Last week, a guest speaker from the bird sanctuary visited our class.

Odur science teacher introduced the guest speaker to us.

The speaker gave an interesting talk on his favorite subject—hummingbirds.

He is an expert on these tiny, colorful birds.

Hummingbirds are the size of a thumb; their wings can beat 80 times per second.
The needle-like beak of a hummingbird can reach into long flower blossoms.

Hummingbirds can hover in the air and can fly backward.

P A T T B I

A hummingbird extracts nectar from flowers with its long, thin tongue.

p—
=

This species of bird is found only in North America and South America.

[a—y
[S—y

The speaker described his recent trip to Ecuador with a research team.

—
N

Ecuador is located in northwestern South America.

p—
(3]

. 'This country has 163 species of hummingbird—

the largest number in any one country.

14. The speaker gave us information about Ecuador’s

hummingbird species.

15. The Esmeraldas Woodstar is a rare hummingbird species

Hummingbirds fly from
flower to flower in
search of nectar.

found in western Ecuador in a fog forest.

16. ‘This tiny bird is dangerously close to extinction.
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Part 2

Rewrite each sentence. Add at least one prepositional phrase to make the sentence give more information.
Use prepositional phrases from the work bank, or think of your own.

above the treetops from the United States in their natural habitat in Ecuador
during the day toward the researchers near the campground by plane

17. The researchers traveled to South America.

18. They explored the tropical rainforest.

19. 'The colorful hummingbirds flew.

20. 'The researchers observed the hummingbirds.

Part 3

A prepositional phrase can modify, or tell more about, a noun or pronoun. Prepositional phrases
that modify nouns or pronouns are called adjectival prepositional phrases. An adjectival preposi-
tional phrase usually comes after the noun or pronoun it modifies. A prepositional phrase can also
modify a verb, an adverb, or an adjective. This type of prepositional phrase is called an adverbial
prepositional phrase. Many adverbial prepositional phrases tell when, where, how, or how long some-
thing was done.

Circle the prepositional phrase in each sentence. Draw an arrow to the word or words it modifies. Then, on
the line next to each sentence, write whether the phrase is an adjectival prepositional phrase or an adverbial
prepositional phrase.

20

21. In 2004, many scientists visited Germany.

22. A zoologist from Frankfurt presented his findings.

23. 'The discovery of a possible hummingbird fossil astounded the scientists.

24. 'The delicate bones of hummingbirds rarely fossilize.

25. 'The bird fossils were found in southern Germany.

26. The tiny skeletons were unearthed with extreme care.

Name
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Appositives

Lesson 7

a. Lonesome George is a Galapagos giant tortoise.
b. Lonesome George, a Galapagos giant tortoise, lives on an island off the
coast of Ecuador.

Draw a box around the phrase in sentence b. that tells who or what
Lonesome George is. What punctuation marks separate this phrase from
the rest of the sentence?

An appositive is a phrase that identifies a noun. An appositive follows the noun
it identifies and is usually separated from the rest of the sentence by commas.

See Handbook Section 24

Part 1

Underline the appositive in each sentence. Draw a box around the noun it identifies.

1.

2,
3.
4.
5.

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

The Galapagos Archipelago, a group of islands in the Pacific Ocean, is located on the equator.
Galapagos, a province of Ecuador, is home to a large variety of plants and animals.
Archipelago comes from the term galapago, the Spanish word for saddle.

The shells of some tortoises on the islands resemble a galapago, a type of British riding saddle.

Giant tortoises, perhaps the most famous animals in the Galapagos,

can weigh over 500 pounds and can live for more than 150 years.
One male Galapagos giant tortoise, Lonesome George,

is from Pinta Island in the Galapagos.

Lonesome George, one of the last known survivors

of his species, is thought to be between 60 and 90 years old.

Giant tortoises are also found in the Seychelles, a group of

The Galapagos giant tortoise is one

islands in the western Indian Ocean. of the largest tortoises on Earth.

The Seychelles are located about 1,000 miles east of Kenya, a country in East Africa.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>