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Introduction

We all know that being able to read is a basic necessity in today's world. When teaching
reading, we want our students to learn how to read AND to enjoy reading. But sometimes
it is hard to get students motivated to read. When you base reading on student interests,
students become involved and engrossed. It is the goal of No-Glamour Reading
Comprehension to help students improve their reading comprehension skills and to enjoy
reading.

No-Glamour Reading Comprehension is divided into three sections: Reading for Information,
Making Inferences, and Figurative Language. Each high-interest reading passage is written
at a controlled reading level of 4.0 or below, based on the Flesch-Kincaid Reading Scale.
Each section, including each area in the Reading for Information section, is ranked in order
of difficulty, from the easiest to the most difficult. Use the passages for individual work, small
group work, or with a group of students.

The Reading for Information section is grouped into the following areas:

* Animal Life

« Science

* Around the World

« Historical Events and People

« Great Inventions and Discoveries
* Interesting Information

Appropriate comprehension questions follow each passage. Questions can be presented
orally, as independent written work, or for homework assignments. Students will be able to
reread passages to find the correct answers. Opinion questions have also been included
to encourage independent thinking. Answers are provided in the Answer Key where
appropriate. Take advantage of students' "incorrect" answers to extend the discussion and
to assess students’ understanding of what they read. Accept any answer that is reasonable,

regardless of the Answer Key.

To help your students develop fluent, reflective reading, model comprehension strategies and
provide guided assistance. For example, choose words from a passage and have students
list synonyms and antonyms for the words. Then have students rewrite sentences from the
passage using the synonyms or antonyms.

Encourage students to discuss what they know about the information in a passage. Have
them research more about topics that interest them. Teach students to think about what they
are reading, not just to read the words. Work with your students to understand the main
ideas in the text as well as the supporting details.

No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 5 Copyright © 1999 LinguiSystems, Inc.



, YltrOduCtiO Yl continued

In each passage, there may be vocabulary words that are unfamiliar to your students. You
might want to introduce important vocabulary words prior to the reading of the passage.
Or you can work with context clues to help your students figure out the meanings of the
unfamiliar words. Once students are familiar with the vocabulary, make visual word lists of
the new words for further exploration and/or to use in creative writing.

Many passages can serve as jumping boards into critical thinking skills. Be creative.
Encourage questioning and wondering about the subject at hand. Use questions such
as "How do you feel that . . .?" "What do you think about . . .?" or "Do you think . . .?"

You can relate the reading passages to many areas of the curriculum including science,
social studies, math, grammar, and geography. Tie in creative writing to the reading
passages. For example, have students write stories about traveling across the Sahara
Desert or have students imagine they are Anne Frank. What would they take into hiding?
Why?

The inference section opens other avenues of reading. Inference means "inferred meaning."
When reading, students need to be aware of what is happening. Here is where you can ask,
"What is happening?" and "What do you think will happen next?" Discuss your students'
predictions.

For more practice making inferences, have students write their own inference paragraphs.
Encourage them to read their paragraphs to the class. Have the class interpret the situations.
You might also use comic strips with a missing last frame. Have students predict what they
think will happen. Then have them draw the last frame and complete the dialogue.

In the figurative language section, students will learn idiomatic or intended meanings of a
variety of expressions. Discuss the expressions. For more practice, have students look

for examples of figurative language in newspapers (comic strips) and advertisements.
Encourage students to create their own cartoons illustrating figurative language expressions.

| hope you and your students enjoy No-Glamour Reading Comprehension. The wide variety
of information in the book should provide something of interest for everyone. Your students
will improve their general reading and comprehension skills as well as expand their world.

Diane
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T iny Sea Horses -

Have you ever seen a sea horse? If not, you might think a sea horse is like a horse we
ride. Itis not. In fact, a sea horse is not a horse at all. It is really a small fish. It lives in
the ocean.

Why is a sea horse called a horse if it is really a fish? It is because the
sea horse has a long nose. Its long nose makes you think of a horse.

Sea horses are small. They do not get big. They have small eyes.
They can’t see very far. A sea horse’s body has a hard cover of bones.
It has a fin on its back. The fin helps the sea horse move.

A sea horse can’'t move very fast. That is because of the way it swims.
If you see a sea horse, watch it swim. It looks like it is standing on its
tail.

Answer the questions.
1.  True or false? A sea horse is like a horse we ride.
2. True or false? A sea horse is a small horse.

3. Asea horse lives in the

4. Why is a sea horse called a horse?
a. It has small eyes.
b. It has a fin on its back.
c. Its nose makes you think of a horse.

5.  What size are sea horses?
a. big
b. small
c. |don’t know.

6. What does a sea horse have on its back?

a. afin
b. bones
c. atail

7. How does a sea horse look when it swims?

Animal Life
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Leaping Lizards Name

Have you ever seen a lizard with half a tail? A lizard has a tail that can break. If a lizard
is caught by its tail, the tail can break off.

What happens when a lizard's tail breaks off? The tail will twitch. This gives the lizard
time to run. Alizard can grow a new tail. It only takes a few months. Then the lizard
looks like new.

How are lizards different from snakes? Most lizards have legs.
They have sharp claws on their feet. The claws help them move
fast.

Some lizards change colors. This is their way of being safe.
They blend into the things around them. This makes it hard
for others to see them.

Answer the questions.

1. What happens to a lizard if you catch it by its tail?
a. nothing
b. The tail can break off.
c. The lizard will wiggle away.

2. True or false? Alizard can live with only a part of a tail.
3. True or false? It takes two weeks for a lizard to grow a new tail.

4. How is a lizard different from a snake?
a. Alizard has legs.
b. Alizard doesn't move as fast.
c. Alizard has different skin.

5. What does a lizard have to help him move fast?
a. long legs
b. sharp claws
c. small feet

6. Why is it hard to see some lizards?
a. They move fast.
b. They are tiny.
c. They change colors and blend into the things around them.

Animal Life
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Wl’ap ,t uP Name

Pythons are the longest snakes in the world. Some of them
can grow to be 30 feet long. That is a long snake! A python
can be heavy too. Some can weigh more than 200 pounds.

Pythons live in jungles. That is where they find their food.
What does a python like to eat? It likes small animals. It
wraps its body around its meal. Then it hugs the animal.
The animal can't breathe. It dies. The python is now ready
to eat.

Most pythons can swim and climb well. In fact, a python
likes to stay up in a tree. It wraps its long body around a
tree branch. Then it's time for a nap.

To have babies, a python lays eggs. It can lay 100 eggs
at atime. That is a lot of eggs! The shells are thick. This
helps keep the baby snakes safe. The mother snake lies
on her eggs to keep them warm. Keeping the eggs warm
helps them hatch faster.

Answer the questions.

1. How long can some pythons be?

a. 30 feet
b. 200 feet
c. 100 feet

2.  How much can grown pythons weigh?

3. Where do pythons live?
a. inthe woods
b. in ponds
c. injungles

4. How does a python get its food?
a. It chases an animal and bites it.
b. It squeezes an animal until it can't breathe.
c. lItlies on an animal until it is warm.

5. True or false? Most pythons can swim and climb well.

Animal Life
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WY’&P ,t LLP continued Name

6. How many eggs can a python lay at one time?

a. 30
b. 200
c. 100

7. Name two reasons a mother python lies on her eggs.

Animal Life
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Batty Facts Name

Bats are interesting animals. Bats are like birds. They can
fly. But the bat is not a bird. It is a mammal. Bats are the
only mammals that can fly.

Bats are born with sharp teeth. Birds are born with no
teeth. Bats have fur. Birds have feathers.

You can find bats almost everywhere in the world. They live in places that are not too hot
or too cold. There is only one place you won't find bats. Bats don’t live in Antarctica. It's
too cold there. Not all bats live in caves. Some live in hollow tree trunks or under big
leaves. Some make their homes hanging off a tree.

There are more than 1000 kinds of bats. Bats eat different kinds of food. Some bats like
fruit. Some like fish. Most bats eat insects. This is how bats help people. The brown bat
can eat up to 1200 insects in an hour!

Bats sleep during the day and hunt for food at night. They use sound to help them find
food. The bat sends out a high-toned sound as it flies. The sound hits an object. An
echo comes back. The echo tells the bat that something is near or in its way. Bats have
very good hearing. They can see well too. They see better when it's dark.

The largest bat is six feet wide when it spreads its wings. The smallest bat’'s wings
spread out only six inches. It is called the bumblebee bat.

Bats are wild animals. You should never touch a bat. Many of them are sick. They
should never be pets.

Answer the questions.
1. True or false? A bat is a kind of bird.
2. True or false? Many bats live in Antarctica.

3.  Name two ways bats are different from birds.

Animal Life
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B&tty F&CtS continued Name

4. What kind of sound do bats make when they fly?
a. a high-toned sound
b. aloud sound
c. anecho

5.  What do most bats like to eat?

a. fruit
b. fish
c. insects

6. What keeps bats from bumping into things at night?
a. They are born with sharp teeth.
b. They hear echoes bounce off objects so they can fly away from them.
c. They can see well in the dark.

7. How do bats help people?

8. Do bats make good pets? Why?

Animal Life
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Mighty Ants

Name

Most people don't like ants. They can sting and hurt us. They are pests at picnics too.
But ants are amazing creatures. When you compare an ant's size to a human's, the ant is
much stronger. In fact, an ant can carry about 50 times its own weight. For a human, this
is the same as carrying three cars at the same time. Wow!

Most ants live in the soil or under the ground. If you see an
anthill, you can see how busy ants are. Most ants are workers.
They take care of the queen. The queen ant lays the eggs. Then
the workers take care of the eggs. The most important job the

workers do is find food.

The largest ants have jobs too. They are called soldier ants. They
use their stingers to protect the other ants. All ants live and work
together. They work as a team. An ant's home is called a colony.

Answer the questions.

1.

True or false? Most people like ants.

2. True or false? An ant can carry about 100 times its own weight.
3.  Where do most ants live?
a. inthe woods
b. in the soil or under the ground
C. incars
4. What job do most of the ants have?
a. queens
b. soldiers
c. workers
5. What is the queen ant’s job?
a. to take care of the workers
b. to lay the eggs
c. to protect the soldiers
6. What is the most important job of the workers?
a. to take care of the soldiers
b. to find food
c. tolay the eggs
7. Ants live together in a
Animal Life
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 13
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Busy as a Bee

Name

Insects are creatures that have six legs. Bees are insects.

make a humming sound.

you, it dies.

Answer the questions.

1. Bees are
a. mammals
b. reptiles
Cc. Iinsects

2. How do bees move?
a. by flapping their wings
b. by using their tongues
c. by using their stingers

Animal Life
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension
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They move by flapping their wings. Their wings go so fast
you can't see them move. But you can hear them. They

Many people are afraid of bees. This is because some bees
have stingers. Only female bees have stingers. Bees are
afraid of humans too. If a bee stings you, it's because the
bee is trying to protect itself. When a bee stings you, the
stinger goes into your skin. The bee loses part of its body.
A bee can't live without all of its parts. After a bee stings

Did you know that only some bees make honey? These bees are called honeybees. A
honeybee has a long beak. Its tongue is hollow. It gets juice from flowers with its tongue.
The juice is called nectar. The bee stores the nectar in a special part of its body. When
the bee gets back to its hive, it squeezes the nectar back into its mouth. Then the bee
puts the nectar into the hive. Later the nectar turns into honey.

Honeybees live in hives. There are different kinds of bees in a hive. The queen bee is
the largest bee. She lays the eggs. Drones are the male bees. They are present in the
colony only in the summer. Most of the bees are worker bees. The worker bees have a
lot to do! They clean and repair the hive. They make wax and build the honeycombs.
They also guard the doorway to the hive. Their main job is to gather food.

Copyright © 1999 LinguiSystems, Inc.
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Busy aS él Bee continued

Name

3. Why do bees have stingers?
a. to make honey
b. to protect themselves
c. tofind nectar
4. What are the bees that make honey called?
5. What is nectar?
a. sweet juice from flowers
b. honey
c. sweet water
6. Where is honey made?
a. in the bee's hollow tongue
b. in a special part of the bee's body
c. inthe hive
7. True or false? A bee is not an insect.

8. True or false? Female bees are the only bees that sting.
9. True or false? A bee can live without its stinger.
10. True or false? The queen bee is the smallest bee.

11. Drones live in the colony only during the

12. List four jobs the worker bees have.

Animal Life
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The Spider’s Trap Name

Have you ever watched a spider weave a web? If so, you.know that it is an amazing
sight. But do you know how a spider makes this work of art?

A spider weaves its web slowly. It uses lots of care.
First the spider makes a liquid inside its body. When
the spider draws the liquid out of its body, it gets hard
and forms a thread. As the spider weaves its web,
some of the threads become dry. Other threads stay
sticky. The sticky threads trap insects. The spider
eats the insects to live.

Why doesn't the spider get caught in the web? It is
because the spider only walks on the dry threads.
Even if it did touch a sticky thread, it would not be
caught. Spiders' bodies are covered with oil. This
keeps them from getting stuck.

Most of us think of spiders as insects. Spiders aren't insects. They are bugs. Insects
have six legs. Spiders have eight legs. Insects have wings. Spiders don't have wings.
Spiders are helpful to people. They trap and eat insects.

Answer the questions.

1. How does a spider make its web?
a. It gathers thread to use.
b. The liquid in its body comes out to form a thread.
c. It uses other insects.

2. Some of the threads become dry. Other threads are

3.  Why do spiders weave webs?
a. totrap food to eat
b. so they have somewhere dry to walk
c. asanest
4. True or false? Spiders can get caught in their own webs.

5. True or false? Spiders trap insects in their webs.

6. True or false? Spiders are insects.

Animal Life
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The Spider)s Trap continued Name

7. Spiders have legs. Insects have

legs.

8.  What two things keep spiders from getting stuck in their webs?

9. How are spiders helpful to people?

Animal Life
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 17
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Stick Your Neck Out

Name

Giraffes are the tallest animals. They may grow to be up to 19 feet tall. They can weigh
up to one ton. When you look at a giraffe, you will first see its long neck and long legs.
It looks like a giraffe has a lot of bones in its neck. It has the same number of bones in

its neck as we do. Its bones are just larger than ours.
its legs to drink water.

Giraffes are mammals. All mammals have fur or hair
on their bodies. The giraffe's hairy coat helps protect
it. Its brown spots help the giraffe hide in the trees.
Giraffes are very fast runners. They can run from
danger easily.

Most giraffes live in the jungles of Africa. They like
the warm weather there. They eat leaves, twigs, and
fruit from the trees and bushes. Giraffes don't usually
live alone. They prefer to live in small groups. When
they travel, they move in groups. When there is
danger, they stay together.

You usually see giraffes in zoos. Giraffes are very
calm animals. They move about slowly. They seldom
make any sound. But a giraffe might kick at you if it is
frightened. It might flare its nostrils. Both are warning
signs to stay away. Giraffes are wild animals. They
are not used to being touched.

Answer the questions.

1.

How tall can a giraffe get?

Its legs are so long, it has to bend

2.  How much can a giraffe weigh?
3. Where do wild giraffes live?
a. in the mountains
b. in African jungles
C. in deserts
4. What kind of weather do giraffes like?
a. warm
b. cold
c. chilly
Animal Life
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 18
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Stick Your Neck Out contnued Name

5. Do wild giraffes prefer to live in small groups or alone?
a. in small groups
b. alone
c. The story doesn't say.

6. If a giraffe is a calm animal, why might it kick at you?
a. because it's trying to look you in the eye
b. because it's frightened
c. It wouldn't kick at you.

7. True or false? Giraffes like to eat meat.

8. True or false? Giraffes are calm animals.

Animal Life
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lt)S fOF the Bil’dS Name

Did you know that there are birds that can't fly? The truth is, the largest living bird can't
fly. This bird is an ostrich. Even though it can't fly, an ostrich can run very fast. The emu
and kiwi birds don't fly either. Some scientists think these birds were related to dinosaurs.

Many birds that can't fly are built for running. Running is one way they have to protect
themselves. Birds that can't fly and birds that fly are different in other ways. All birds
have feathers, but the feathers are not the same. Birds that fly need feathers that can
work against the wind. Their feathers are close and tight. Air doesn't go through them
easily. But feathers on birds that don't fly are loose and soft. Air flows through them.

One of the largest birds is the Wandering Albatross. It lives in the southern oceans. It
has huge wings that can measure ten feet across! The largest flying bird is the Andean
Condor. Like most vultures, it can glide in the air for hours looking for food. It can swoop
down on prey at a very fast speed.

The smallest flying bird is the hummingbird. Some are only
two and one-half inches long. It can do many things that other
birds can't. It can fly backward. It can fly straight up in the air.
It can hover like a helicopter. It looks like it's floating in the air.
Its wings beat so fast that it looks like it isn't moving at all. Its
wings may beat up to 100 times a second. That's fast!

Answer the questions.

s

True or false? All birds can fly.

2. True or false? Running is one way birds that can’t fly protect themselves.
3.  What is the largest bird that does not fly?
a. the hummingbird
b. the Wandering Albatross
c. the ostrich
4. Which bird has a wingspan of over ten feet?
a. the hummingbird
b. the Wandering Albatross
c. the Andean Condor
Animal Life

No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 20 Copyright © 1999 LinguiSystems, Inc.



(

't)S f:OY' the Bil‘ds continued Name

5.  What is the largest flying bird?
a. the ostrich
b. the hummingbird
c. the Andean Condor

6. What is unique about the way a hummingbird flies?
a. It can fly backward.
b. It has a propeller on its wings like a helicopter.
c. Its wings don’t move at all when it flies.

7. How fast can a hummingbird’s wings beat?
a. up to 100 times a second
b. up to 150 times a second
c. up to 200 times a second

8. What is different about the feathers of a flying bird and a bird that doesn't fly?

Animal Life .
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Hopping Along Name

pouches.

are 7-10 months old.

Kangaroos have strong legs. They can jump nearly 30
feet at times. They can hop up to 40 miles per hour.

Some kangaroos live in trees in the rain forest. They
are called tree kangaroos. Tree kangaroos don't look
like other kangaroos. Their arms and legs are about
the same length. They have sharp nails on their hands
for climbing trees. They climb well and can easily jump
from limb to limb. They eat fruit and leaves. At night
they may come down from the trees to look for food

on the ground. They do not need much water to live.
Tree kangaroos can go for months without water.

From then on, the animal was called a kangaroo!

Answer the questions.

1. Where do most kangaroos live?

a. intrees
b. in Australia
c. in zoos

2.  What is a group of kangaroos called?
a. ateam
b. a group
c. amob

Animal Life
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 22

Kangaroos live in Australia or on islands near there. They can be as tall as a man. They
can be as small as a rabbit. They stand upright. They hop on their hind legs. They have

Kangaroos live in family groups called mobs. The family takes care of each other. The
leader is the largest and strongest in the group. A baby kangaroo is called ajoey. When
joeys are born, they have no eyes or ears. They live in their mothers' pouches until they

How did the kangaroo get its name? Early explorers named it. When they got off their
ships, they saw a funny-looking animal. It was hopping on its hind legs. They asked what
it was. The natives answered, "kangaroo." This meant that the natives didn't understand
what was said. But the explorers thought it was the name of the animal. The name stuck.

Copyright © 1999 LinguiSystems, Inc.
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3. Which kangaroo is usually chosen as the leader of the mob?
a. the smartest and the largest
b. the strongest and the largest
c. the smartest and the strongest

4. Where do tree kangaroos live?
a. inthe desert
b. in the rain forest
c. onislands

5. What do tree kangaroos usually eat?

6. A baby kangaroo is called a

7. How did the kangaroo get its name?
a. Early explorers thought it was the name given by natives.
b. The natives named them.
c. because they hopped like rabbits

8. True or false? Some kangaroos are as small as rabbits.

9. True or false? Tree kangaroos never come down from the trees.

10. True or false? Tree kangaroos can go for months without water.

Animal Life
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The Giant

Did you know that a giant lives in the ocean? It is
bigger than any dinosaur ever was. In fact, it is the
largest animal that ever lived. It is the great blue
whale. This whale weighs over 100 tons. Itis so
big, you could park a car in its mouth! It weighs as
much as 30 elephants. Its tongue alone can weigh
as much as one elephant. The blue whale can

grow to be about 100 feet long.

Name

You can find blue whales in all oceans. All whales are mammals. They breathe air. The

blue whale has a blowhole on its head. The blowhole is important because it lets the

whale breathe. Whales can't live without coming up to the surface of the water to take a

breath. After they take a breath, they dive back under the water. Then they hold their
breath. They can stay underwater for more than an hour at a time.

Blue whales are gentle creatures. They usually travel in pairs. They swim and play
together, moving gracefully. Whales talk to each other. They have a special way of
talking. They make noises. The noises are high-pitched sounds. Scientists have found
that these sounds have meaning to the whales. It is their way of communicating.

Answer the questions.

1.

What is the largest animal to ever live?
a. the blue whale

b. the dinosaur

c. the elephant

2.  How much do blue whales weigh?
a. over 300 tons
b. over 1000 tons
c. over 100 tons
3.  How long can a blue whale grow to be?
a. 10 feet long
b. 100 feet long
c. 1000 feet long
4. What kind of animal is a whale?
a. agiant
b. afish
c. amammal
Animal Life
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 24
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The Giant continued Name

5. True or false? A whale needs to breathe air to live.
6. True or false? A whale can hold its breath underwater for about an hour.
7. True or false? Blue whales are mean.
8. What is the special way whales talk to each other?
a. They swim together.

b. They make high-pitched sounds.
c. They live together.

Animal Life
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The Speedy Ostrich -

The ostrich is a funny looking bird. It has long legs, a long neck, and a very small head.
It has huge eyes. It is also the largest living bird. An adult ostrich may stand up to eight
feet tall and weigh over 300 pounds. This large bird cannot fly, but it can run. An ostrich
can run up to 40 miles per hour for short periods of time. '

Long ago, ostriches lived in the desert. Now they live on
the open plains in Africa. This bird is like a camel in some
ways. It has long eyelashes to keep sand out of its eyes.
It can go for days without water. Ostriches mostly eat
plants, fruits, and small animals. They also eat anything
that is shiny. They have been known to eat watches, tin
cans, and coins!

An ostrich is not a mean bird. It only gets mean if it is
frightened. At first, it will try to run away from you. But if
it gets too tired or it is cornered, it can attack. It will use
its strong legs to kick at you. Each foot has long toes with
thick claws on it. They can hurt you.

The female ostrich is called a hen. Several hens will share a nest. They each may lay
as many as 10 eggs at a time. Their eggs are larger than the eggs of any other living
bird. They can be up to six inches long and five inches wide. They can weigh up to
three pounds. How would you like to eat an egg like that for breakfast?

Ostriches have been used in many ways. Some farmers train ostriches to keep their
sheep together. Some people ride ostriches in races. Other people like ostrich feathers.
They use the feathers for decoration.

Answer the questions.
1. True or false? An ostrich is the largest living bird.
2. True or false? An ostrich can fly up to 40 miles in one day.
3. True or false? Ostriches need to drink lots of water.
4. How fast can an ostrich run?
a. 40 miles per hour

b. 35 miles per hour
c. 30 miles per hour
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5.  What will an ostrich try to do before it attacks you?
a. It will use its strong legs to kick you.
b. It will try to get in a corner.
c. It will try to run away.

6. Where do ostriches live?
a. on the plains of Africa
b. in the jungles of South America
c. in the forests of the United States

7. Name three foods an ostrich likes to eat.

8. What is a female ostrich called?

9. How many hens share the same nest?
a. two
b. several
c. more than ten
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Hump Back .

How much do you know about camels? For one thing,
some camels have one hump. Others have two humps.
Most camels live in the desert. Living in desert areas is
hard for both people and animals. Climates are harsh.
It can be very hot. Also, it is often hard to find food and
water.

A camel's body is made to live in this kind of climate. It
can go for several days without water. This is because a
camel gets some moisture from the plants it eats. A camel
doesn't sweat much either. Because of this, it keeps most
of the water that is in its body. A camel's hump is also a
key body part. A camel stores fat in its hump. If it can't
find any food, it uses some of this fat for energy.

There are other ways a camel's body helps it in the desert. It has thick eyebrows. It also
has long eyelashes. These protect the camel's eyes. They keep the sand out when the
wind blows. The pads on a camel's feet are also helpful. They keep a camel from sinking
in the sand.

Camels help the desert people. These people ride camels like we use cars to travel. The
camels are used to carry heavy loads. A camel can carry a load about 25 miles in one
day. Camels are also used for racing. In the United States, we use horses for racing, not
camels!

Answer the questions.

1. How many humps does a camel have?
a. one
b. two
c. one ortwo

2. What is the climate like where a camel lives?
a. hot and dry
b. cold
c. comfortable

3.  Where does a camel get moisture when there isn't any water to drink?
a. from a barrel
b. from the plants it eats
c. from its hump
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4. Acamel doesn't sweat much. How does this help in the desert?
a. It won't lose the water that is in its body.
b. It won't smell so bad.
c. lItcan run faster.

5.  How do a camel's thick eyebrows and long eyelashes help it?
a. They protect its eyes from rain.
b. They protect its eyes from flying bugs.
c. They protect its eyes from blowing sand.

6. How far can a camel travel in one day with a load on its back?
a. about 5 miles
b. about 25 miles
c. about 250 miles

7. True or false? Living in desert areas is easy for people and animals.

8. What does a camel store in its hump?
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What About Dinosaurs?

Name

How do we know that dinosaurs lived on Earth?
Scientists have found dinosaur skeletons. They
have also found fossils. Fossils tell us what the
plants and animals of long ago were like. Here
is some of what scientists have learned.

The word dinosaur means “terrible lizard.” But
the first dinosaurs were not as scary as we
might think. Some were as small as a chicken.
Others were about the size of an adult. The
giant dinosaurs didn't appear until many years
later. Some dinosaurs lived on the open plains.

Others lived in swampy areas. Some liked to
eat plants. Others ate only meat.

The biggest mystery about dinosaurs is what happened to them. No one knows for sure.
We do know that they lived on the Earth about 63 million years ago. Then they suddenly
died. Some people think a large asteroid hit the Earth. It caused a huge fire. It made a
giant dust cloud. The cloud blocked out sunlight for months. Another idea is that the
climate changed. It may have gotten too cold for the dinosaurs. One thing is for sure.
There were a lot of changes happening on the Earth back then. Maybe the dinosaurs
couldn't keep up with the changes. They couldn't survive.

Answer the questions.

1. What two things have scientists found that tell us about dinosaurs?
a. fossils and rocks
b. rocks and dinosaur skeletons
c. fossils and dinosaur skeletons
2. What can we learn from fossils?
a. the reason dinosaurs died
b. what plants and animals were like long ago
c. nothing
3. What does the word dinosaur mean?
a. terrible lizard
b. small chicken
c. giant animal
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What AbO th DinOS&LU’S? continued Name

4. True or false? All dinosaurs were about the same size.
5.  True or false? All dinosaurs ate meat.
6. What happened to the dinosaurs?

a. People killed them.

b. A great fire burned all of them.

c. No one really knows.

7. List two reasons the dinosaurs may have died.
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Will we ever be able to talk with animals? No one knows for sure. Some people are
trying new things every day.

Dolphins are one animal scientists study. We know that dolphins are very smart. Their
brains are a lot like our brains. Scientists study the sounds dolphins make. They listen

to the pattern of the sounds. So far no one has been able to learn the dolphins' language.
But we do know that dolphins can learn hand signals. Trainers can teach them to follow
commands when given certain hand signals.

Chimpanzees and apes are other animals people study. They
cannot talk, but they have learned sign language. They can
follow simple commands. They can use sign language to ask
for things. A person in Georgia is teaching a chimp to use a
keyboard. The keyboard has symbols on it instead of letters.
So far the chimp has learned to make some short sentences.
They are only two or three words long. That's still great!

Most animals make noises. The noises aren't words like we
use, but they are signals. Many of their sounds have meaning
to other animals. Some noises may warn of danger. Some
may be a call for help. Animals can communicate!

Answer the questions.

1. Which sea animals have scientists worked with to understand their sounds?

a. whales
b. apes
c. dolphins

2. What is one reason scientists study dolphins instead of another sea animal?
a. Dolphins are good swimmers.
b. Dolphins have brains similar to our brains.
c. Dolphins are friendly and won't hurt the scientists.

3. How have scientists and others been able to communicate with dolphins?
a. They use sounds.
b. They use radar.
c. They use hand signals.
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4. Besides dolphins, name two other animals that people study.

5.  How have we been able to communicate with chimpanzees and apes?
a. sign language
b. writing
c. talking

6. True or false? Animals can communicate with each other.

7. True or false? Animal noises have no meaning to other animals.

8. True or false? Dolphins communicate with people using sign language.
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The Big Star

The sun has been shining for billions of years.

Name

It keeps us warm. It gives us light. But

what is it? The sun is a very large star. It is the star that is nearest the Earth. It would
take a million Earths to be the size of the sun. That's big!

The sun looks like a glowmg ball in the sky. It is very hot. The heat inside the sun glves
the sun its light. The sun's light gives us heat. We get light from the sun.

The sun can hurt you. It is not safe to look at the sun for long.

The sun's light can burn your eyes. The sun can also burn your \\Cgf/

skin. It can even burn your skin on cloudy days.

to wear sunscreen so your skin doesn't burn.

The sun helps plants grow. Most fruits and vegetables need /ﬂ % N

sunlight so they will grow.

Answer the questions.

1.

What is this story about?

It's important i =onr

a. the sky
b. the sun
c. light
2. How long has the sun been shining?
- a. for billions of years
b. one thousand years
c. afew hundred years
3.  What is the sun?
a. astar
b. a planet
c. a place that spaceships visit
4. What does the sun look like in the sky?
5. What two things do we get from the sun?
a. heat and warmth
b. heat and stars
c. heat and light
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The Big Staf continued Name

6. How can the sun hurt you?
a. It goes high into the sky.
b. It shines all day.
c. It can burn your skin.

7.  Why is it important to wear sunscreen?
a. so your skin doesn’t burn
b. to help you get a tan
c. to protect your eyes
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The Tide Name

movement in and out is called a tide.

What makes the tide move? The tide has help from the moon. The
moon goes around the Earth once a day. The moon pulls the water.
It helps the tide move. This is called a gravity pull. The Earth also
has a pull. Its gravity holds the water on the Earth. The moon and
the Earth pull together. The tide goes out when the moon goes over
the ocean. The tide comes in when the moon moves on.

Answer the questions.

1. What is a tide?
a. when the ocean waters rise and fall
b. when the ocean waters get really deep
c. when the ocean waters flood the beach

2.  What does the moon's gravity pull do?
a. help the Earth move
b. help the tide move
c. help the sand stay on the beach

3.  What does the Earth's gravity pull do?
a. holds the water in the ocean
b. holds the water on the Earth
c. holds the water on the beach

4. tide is when the water goes out.

5. tide is when the water comes in.

6. What do you think you would find on a beach after high tide?

What is a tide? Think about an ocean beach. At times, the water comes up on the beach.
At other times, the water goes away from the beach. The waters rise and fall. This

e

When the tide goes out, it is called low tide. When the tide comes in, it is called high tide.
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Heading South

Birds don't all fly to the same places. Some birds fly farther §
than other birds. '

The birds fly back home when it gets warm again. They
start to build their nests. They pick up straw and small
twigs. Then the female birds lay eggs in the nests. In the
spring, many baby birds hatch from the eggs.

Answer the questions.

1.

Why do birds fly south?

a. because they want to

b. for warmer weather and food

c. because they don't like the north

Name

Why do birds fly south? Birds fly south when it begins to get cooler. They like to live in
places that are warm. They also fly south to find food. It is hard for birds to find food in
the winter.

2.  What do birds do when they fly back home?
a. They look for food.
b. They rest after the long trip.
c. They begin to build their nests.
3.  What do birds use to build their nests?
a. straw and small twigs
b. straw and small buttons
c. straw and small rubber bands
4. What do the female birds do after their nests are built?
a. go tosleep
b. lay eggs
c. fly south
5. Why do you think it is hard for birds to find food in the winter?
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The Moon Narme

Have you heard of the man in the moon? There really is no man

in the moon. The "man in the moon" is made from craters on the

moon. Craters are deep holes in the ground. They make parts of
the moon look darker than other parts. These dark parts look like
a face.

Moons are like small planets. Our moon is about one-fourth the
size of the Earth. The Earth has only one moon. Some planets
have more than one moon. The moon is many miles from the
Earth. As the Earth moves around the sun, the moon moves
around the Earth. It takes about 365 days for the Earth to go

around the sun. It takes about 28 days for the moon to go

around the Earth.

Sometimes the moon looks like a ball in the sky. This is called a full moon. Sometimes it
is a crescent shape. A crescent is a curved shape. It looks like the letter C. It seems like
the moon is changing its shape, but it isn’t. It is just in different positions in the sky.

Nothing lives on the moon. It is a big ball of rock. Much of the moon is covered with dust.
There is no air or wind. It gets very hot during the day and very cold at night. There are
mountains. There are volcanoes. There is no rain or water. No animals or plants live on
the moon.

Could people ever live on the moon? It isn't likely. Without air or water, it would be
difficult. People would have to wear space suits all the time. The moon is a nice place
to visit, but you wouldn't want to live there!

Answer the questions.

1. What makes the moon look as if you can see a face on it?

2.  What are craters?
a. deep holes
b. mountains
c. lava from a volcano

3.  The moon is about the size of the Earth.
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4. How many moons does the Earth have?

a. several

b. two

c. one
5. It takes the Earth about days to go around the sun.
6. It takes the moon about days to go around the Earth.

7. What do you call the moon when it is shaped like a ball?
a. a half moon
b. a crescent moon
c. a full moon

8. What are the nights like on the moon?

a. dark
b. cold
c. hot
9. People would need to wear to live on the moon.

10. Would you like to visit the moon? Why?
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Stormy Weather Name

What is lightning? What is thunder? Can they hurt you? Lightning
storms can be fun to watch, but they are dangerous.

Lightning is a big spark of electricity. It lights up the sky. It flashes
through the air. Lightning heats the air. The hot air pushes the cold
air away. When the cold air is pushed away, we hear a loud sound.
That sound is thunder.

Thunder and lightning do not move at the same speed. Light moves
faster than sound. That is why we see lightning first. Then we hear
thunder.

It is not safe to play outside during a storm. Lightning can hit tall things
like trees. You should never stand under a tree or in an open field
during a lightning storm. To be safe, you should stay inside a building.

Answer the questions.

1. Lightning is a big spark of

2.  What does lightning do to the air?
a. It makes it hot.
b. It makes it cold. .
c. It makes it moist.

3. When lightning pushes away cold air, it makes a loud sound called

4. Lightning and thunder do not move at the same

5. We see before we hear thunder.

6. Where are you the safest during a lightning storm?
a. under a tree
b. near a telephone pole
c. inside a building
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What Is a Tadpole? Name

A tadpole is a baby frog. The mother frog lays her eggs in water. The eggs look like a
mass of jelly. Tadpoles hatch from these eggs.

A newborn tadpole doesn't have legs. It has a long tail. It flips its tail in the water to
move. A tadpole doesn't have eyes or a mouth. It grows gills so it can breathe.

Soon the tadpole begins to grow eyes and a mouth. The gills
go away. The tadpole develops lungs. With lungs, it needs to
breathe fresh air. It swims to the top of the water for air.

After about nine weeks, you can see the legs start to grow. It
looks like a small frog with a tail. Its tail begins to get smaller
until it finally goes away. Then the tadpole is a frog. It takes
about three months for a tadpole to become a frog.

Answer the questions.

1.

What is a tadpole?
a. a mother frog
b. a baby frog

c. atoad
2. How does a tadpole move?
3.  What do gills do?
a. They help the tadpole move.
b. They help the tadpole hear.
c. They help the tadpole breathe.
4. When do the gills disappear?
a. when the tadpole becomes a frog
b. when the lungs develop
c. when the tadpole gets on land
5. What happens to the tadpole's tail as it becomes a frog?
6. How long does it take for a tadpole to become a frog?
a. about three months
b. about three weeks
c. about three days
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It’s All in the Taste B

When you taste something, your tongue sends signals to your
brain. These signals come from taste buds. Taste buds are tiny
little bumps on your tongue. Your tongue can taste four main
flavors. Your taste buds may send the signal that the taste is
sweet or that it is sour. It may be salty or it may be bitter.

You taste flavors with different parts of your tongue. You taste
sweet and salty things with the tip of your tongue. You taste
sour things on the outside edges of your tongue. You taste bitter
things with the back of your tongue.

Sometimes we say that a person has a sweet tooth. When you have a sweet tooth, you
like things that have a sugar taste. You don't taste the sugar with your teeth; you taste it
with your taste buds.

Answer the questions.

1. Where are your taste buds?
a. inyour throat
b. on your tongue
c. onyour lips

2.  How many main flavors can your tongue taste?

a. four
b. five
Cc. six

3. What is a sweet tooth?

a. a tooth covered with sugar

b. when you like things that have a sugar taste

c. a tooth that is very nice
4. True or false? The tongue sends signals to your stomach.
5. True or false? You don’t taste sugar with your tongue.

6. True or false? You taste flavors with different parts of your tongue.

7. True or false? Bitter things are tasted with the front of your tongue.
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Plant a Plant

Did you know that plants were the first living things on Earth?
Plants lived long before animals came to Earth. The world’s
oldest plants are said to live in California. Some trees found there
are almost 5000 years old. Science tells us that the first plants
grew in or near the water. Later, plants such as ferns and mosses

began to grow.

How do plants live? All plants make their own food. They get their
food from the air, from the sun, and from water. All three of these

things are needed for plants to grow.

Name

Did you know that you can tell how old a tree is by looking at its rings? A tree's rings are
found on the stump when the tree is cut down. Each year as a tree grows, it adds a ring.

You can count the rings and tell the age of the tree.

Answer the questions.

1.

a. plants
b. animals
c. people
2.  Where are some of the world's oldest trees found?
a. inAsia
b. near the water
c. in California
3.  How old are some of the trees in California?
a. almost 5000 years old
b. almost 500 years old
c. almost 50 years old
4. What three things give a plant food?
5.  How can you tell the age of a tree?
a. by the number of rings it has on its stump
b. by the height of the tree
c. by the number of branches on the tree
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It’s Hatching! Name

Have you ever wondered how eggs hatch? When a hen lays
eggs, she sits on them to keep them warm. It takes about

21 days for a baby chick to hatch. When a chick is ready

to hatch, it pecks and pecks until the shell breaks. Hatching
out of an egg is hard work! The baby pushes and then rests.
Finally the chick works its way out of the shell. It is tired!

The ostrich is the biggest bird alive. The eggs an ostrich lays
are big too. An ostrich may lay as many as 10 eggs at a
time. The mother ostrich sits on her eggs for seven weeks.
At night, the father ostrich sits on the nest to let the mother
rest for a while.

Penguins are different. A mother penguin will lay two eggs at a time. She will not sit on
her eggs. She puts the eggs on her feet and squats down on them to keep them warm.
When the mother needs to eat, the father penguin helps keep the eggs warm. After she
eats, the mother penguin comes back and takes over. She holds the eggs until they are
ready to hatch. It takes a month before a penguin pecks out of its shell.

Eggs come in all different sizes and colors. Some eggs hatch in a short time. Some eggs
take a long time to hatch. No matter how long it takes, baby birds are as cute as can be!

Answer the questions.

1. True or false? All eggs take the same length of time to hatch.
2. True or false? Hen eggs hatch in about 21 days.

3. True or false? An ostrich can lay up to 10 eggs in her nest.
4. True or false? It takes six weeks for an ostrich egg to hatch.

5. Who keeps the penguin eggs warm?

6. How do penguins keep their eggs warm?

7. Eggs come in many different and
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What Are Fossils? K

What are fossils? Fossils are imprints left in the ground. An imprint is like your footprint in
the sand. A fossil might be an imprint of an animal, a plant, or an insect. Fossils can also
be bones, teeth, or shells.

Fossils tell us about life long ago. They give us clues
about the past. Some fossils are millions of years old.
The oldest fossils found were plants. Fossils also tell us
about the Earth's land. Fossils that are similar have been
found in lands that are oceans apart. How did they cross
the water? The Earth may have been one big land long
ago.

Fossils have been found in amber. Amber is tree sap
that has gotten hard. Fossils have been found in ice too.

Today you can find fossils if you look in the right places. You can find fossils in rock beds.

Some fossils have been found in ore mines. You can also find fossils on sea cliffs.
Fossils of fish have been found high on mountains. Were these mountains once under
water?

Answer the questions.

1. What is a fossil?
a. footprints in the sand
b. the remains of things that once lived
c. living animals and plants

2. Afossil might be an imprint of , , or

3. What do fossils tell us?
a. about life long ago
b. about the number of animals from long ago
c. about ore mines

4. How old are the oldest fossils?
a. not very old
b. about a hundred years old
c. millions of years old
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5. Fossils have been found in ice. Where else have fossils been found?
a. the sky
b. in flowers
c. in amber

6. What is amber?
a. a hard, stony fossil
b. atree
c. tree sap that has hardened

7. Name three places other than amber and ice where you might find fossils.
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Shooting Stars Name

Have you ever seen a shooting star? It sails across
the sky at night. Some people believe that if you see
a shooting star, you should make a wish. They
believe that it will bring good luck.

A shooting star is not really a star at all. It is a piece of a larger meteor that is circling
the Earth. A meteoris a chunk of metal or stone from space. Small meteors are made
of stone. Larger ones are made of metal.

Sometimes the chunks of stone get too hot. They begin to burn. They make a bright
streak across the sky. Most meteors burn up before they fall to the Earth. Some don't.
When they hit the ground, we call them meteorites.

How bright a meteor is depends on how fast it is going. When meteorites hit the Earth,
many are buried in the ground. Some shatter into small pieces.

Meteors fall every day. The largest meteor to ever hit the Earth weighed 66 tons. That's
large! It didn't hurt anyone. It landed on a field in Africa.

Long ago, people called meteors "metal from the heavens." They did not know what
they were. They only knew that they came from the sky. They were afraid the world
was coming to an end. Now we know what shooting stars are. The next time you see
a shooting star, remember that it is really a meteor falling from space.

Answer the questions.

1.

What is a shooting star?
a. a star thatis falling
b. a piece of a planet
c. a piece of a meteor

2.  Small meteors are made of

3. Large meteors are made of

4.  When meteors hit the Earth, they are called
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5.  What does the brightness of the meteor depend on?
a. the size of the meteor
b. the speed of the meteor
c. the weather conditions

6. True or false? A shooting star is a star.

7. True or false? Some people believe that shooting stars are good luck.

8. True or false? A shooting star is really a comet falling from the sky.
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The Earth is made of rock and metal. The inner core of the Earth is solid. It is made of
nickel and iron. The outer core is very hot liquid. It, too, is made of nickel and iron. Rock
is all around the outer core. How thick this outer core is depends on where it is. How do
we know? Scientists have studied the Earth. They have learned much from studying
earthquakes and volcanoes.

Scientists believe the Earth was formed over four billion years
ago. People did not live on the Earth then. At that time, most of
the Earth's land was one big piece. The land broke into smaller
pieces. These pieces of land slowly moved apart. These pieces
of land formed continents. There are seven continents on Earth.
Water covered the rest of the Earth to become the oceans and
seas.

The land continues to move today. We cannot see the land move. It only moves a little
bit each year. Not only does the land move, it also changes. Water, wind, and ice all
change the land. This is called erosion. Erosion is when the land slowly wears away.
Most of the time you can't see erosion happen.

The land changes in other ways. Things like earthquakes and tornadoes can change
the land quickly. Hurricanes, volcanoes, mud slides, and avalanches can change the
land too.

We know that the Earth will continue to change. Tomorrow's Earth will be different from
today's Earth. We don't know what the changes will be. But you can be sure that as you
read this, the Earth is changing.

Answer the questions.

What is the Earth made of?
a. rock and metal

b. rock and coal

c. rock and water

What is the inner core of the Earth made of?
a. iron and steel

b. nickel and copper

c. iron and nickel
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3.  What is all around the outer core of the Earth?

a. rock
b. water
Cc. iron

4. How thick is the outer core?
a. about 5 miles thick
b. about 25 miles thick
c. It depends on where it is.

5. How many continents are on Earth?

6. What is erosion?
a. when the land changes color
b. when the land slowly wears away
c. when the land quickly wears away

7. What three things cause erosion?

8.  Name four other things that can change the land.
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The Milky Way

On a dark, clear night, you can look up at the sky and see

a hazy cloud across the sky. It is called the Milky Way. The
Milky Way is a huge cloud of stars. It is shaped like a large
pancake. The Milky Way is so far away that it looks like a
“milky” band of stars circling the sky. The best time to see
the Milky Way is in the late evenings in January and July.

Answer the questions.

1.

What is the Milky Way?

a. akind of star in the sky

b. a band of stars that circle the sky
c. an orbit for the stars

2.  When is the best time to view the Milky Way?
a. in the late evenings in January and June
b. in the late mornings in January and July
c. in the late evenings in January and July
3.  Who invented the telescope?
a. Galileo
b. Columbus
c. Morse
Science
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No one knew what the Milky Way was until the 1600s. Galileo invented the telescope.

It gave us a way to study the skies. We learned that the Milky Way was formed of stars.
Some stars are brighter than others. Some stars are closer to the Earth than others.
The stars we see are in the Milky Way.

There are billions of stars in the Milky Way. This large group of stars is called a galaxy.
A galaxy also has gases and dust. These stars are millions of miles away. The sun and
the nine planets are also a part of the Milky Way.

No one knows how galaxies were formed. We can only guess. Maybe there was one
big mass that broke into pieces. We just don't know. Our Milky Way is only one of many
galaxies in the universe.
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4. What is a telescope?
a. something to listen to

b. something to study the sky with
c. something that shows gravity

5.  What is a galaxy?
a. a large group of stars
b. the sun's light
c. the pull of gravity

6. How were galaxies formed?
a. no one knows
b. by clouds of gas and dust
c. by force

7. True or false? There are only a few hundred stars in the Milky Way.

8. True or false? There are many galaxies in the universe.

Science
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The Amazing Magnet Narme

Did you know that the Earth is a magnet? In the center of the
Earth is hot, melted ore. The melted ore makes the Earth into

a large magnet. A magnet is an object that attracts iron or steel.
Magnets can be found in nature or be made by man. Today
most magnets are made of iron or steel.

Magnets can only pick up certain things. They can pick up things
with iron, steel, or nickel in them. They can't pick up things made
of glass, wood, plastic, or silver.

Magnets come in different shapes. They are different in their strengths too. The shape
and strength of a magnet depend on how the magnet will be used. A small, round magnet
that goes on a refrigerator is not very strong. A large, bar-shaped magnet used

in a compass on a ship would be much stronger.

Some things in our homes use magnets. A strong magnet keeps the freezer door closed.
You have to be careful with magnets. They can erase information on computer disks or
videotapes if they are near them.

Did you know you can make your own magnet? Find something made of steel or iron,

like a nail. Rub it with a magnet. The object will then become a magnet. It won't last
long, but it is pretty cool!

Answer the questions.

1.  What is in the center of the Earth?

2. Which is a large magnet?

a. acomet
b. the Earth
c. sunlight

3. What are most magnets made of ?
a. iron or steel
b. silver or steel
c. copper or steel
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4.  Which of the following things can a magnet pick up? Check all that apply.

a paper clip ______anall
_______asheet of paper _______atree branch
_____asafety pin _______adog’s chew toy

acup ___ascrew

5. The shape and strength of a magnet depends on
a. how it will be used
b. what you like
c. the kind of metal it is made from

6. Why do you need to be careful with magnets around computer disks and videotapes?

7. How can you make something made of steel or iron into a magnet?
a. by heating it
b. by washing it with a magnet
c. by rubbing it with a magnet
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Who needs water? Anything that grows needs water to live. People need water to drink.
They also need it to cook, to clean, and to keep clean. Plants also need water. Animals
need water too. Some animals need water as a place to live.

Water covers most of the Earth. Most of this water is saltwater.
There are five large oceans on Earth. There are also smaller
bodies of water called seas. The water in oceans and seas is
saltwater. It is salty because of the rivers that drain into them.
River water has minerals in it. Some of the minerals are different
kinds of salts.

People and many plants and animals cannot use saltwater to live. They need fresh water.
Only a very small amount of the water on Earth is fresh water. Some of the lakes on
Earth have fresh water. We can use the water from these lakes after it is cleaned. We
also get fresh water from rain and snow.

Each day people use billions of gallons of fresh water. Will we ever run out of water? It
is not likely. But with all the people on Earth, we should not waste water.

Answer the questions.

1. Who needs water to live?
a. noone
b. some people and animals
c. all people and animals

2. Water covers of the Earth.
a. some
b. most
c. all

3. Most of the water on Earth is
a. saltwater
b. fresh water
c. cold water

4. How many large oceans are there on Earth?

a. three

b. four

c. five
Science
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5. Why is the water in oceans and seas salty?
a. because the rivers that drain into them have minerals in them
b. because the rivers that drain into them are fresh water
c. because the rivers that drain into them are saltwater

6. Where do we get fresh water?
a. lakes, rain, and snow
b. lakes, oceans, and seas
C. oceans, rain, and snow

7. Each day, people use of fresh water.

8. What is one way you could save water?
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It is hard to believe that there are places where it never rains. Most deserts get little or no
rain. One desert in South America has had no rain for over 400 years.

The largest desert in the world is the Sahara Desert. It is in North Africa. Deserts are
mostly made of sand, with little or no plant growth. They can be very windy, blowing the
sand into sand mounds. These sand mounds are called dunes.

Deserts can be very hot. There is no shade.
The temperature can get up to 120 degrees

or higher. The only time the desert is cool is

at night. Then the temperature drops to a more
comfortable level.

Some people live in deserts. They are called

nomads. Nomads move from place to place as
they search for food and water. Some nomads
make their homes near an oasis. Anoasisis a
green area in a desert. It has water and shade.

Answer the questions.

1.

2. What is the name of the largest desert in the world?
3.  Where is the largest desert?
a. in North America
b. in North Africa
c. in South America
4. When is it the coolest in a desert?
a. inthe winter
b. inthe summer
c. at night
Science
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Where is the desert that has had no rain for over 400 years?

a. in North America
b. in North Africa
c. in South America
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5. What are dunes?

6. What are nomads?

7. What is an oasis?

8. Do you think it would be easy to find food and water in a desert? Why?
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Volcanoes are very interesting to study. Volcanoes can be
inactive or active. If they are active, they can erupt at any
time.

What causes a volcano to erupt? It is very hot in the
middle of the Earth. The rock inside the Earth is melted
because it is so hot. At times, this liquid rock needs more
space. Pressure forms. The pressure builds. It erupts
through a volcano. Gas and lava burst out. Lava is the
hot, runny rock that comes out of a volcano.

Much of the lava turns to ash and bits of rock. The ash helps the land. It makes the soil
very rich. The ash can be dangerous too. If a plane flies near a volcano that has sent
ash into the air, the ash can stop the plane's engine.

There are more than 800 active volcanoes on Earth. There are many more under the
sea. Scientists have learned that there are even volcanoes in space. Mars has a very
large volcano. It is named Olympus Mans. It hasn't erupted in over 200 million years.

Answer the questions.

1. What happens when a volcano erupts?
a. ltrains. '
b. Rock bursts out.
c. Gas and lava burst out.

2.  What is lava?
a. gases from a volcano
b. hot, runny rock from a volcano
c. the ashes from a volcano

3. The story doesn't say, but how do you think lava turns into ash and bits of rock?
a. The lava is already ash and bits of rock when it comes out of the volcano.
b. The lava heats up and then turns into ash and bits of rock.
c. The lava cools down and then turns into ash and bits of rock.

4. What happens if a plane flies near a volcano that is erupting?
a. nothing
b. Its engine can stop.
c. The pilot can’t see.
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5. About how many active volcanoes are on Earth?

a. 800
b. 80
c. 8
6. Which other planet has at least one volcano?
a. Mars
b. Venus
c. Mercury

7. True or false? There aren’t any volcanoes under the sea.

8. True or false? The volcano on Mars is named Olympus Mans.
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What is a compass? A compass is an object that helps people
find their way. It tells them which way they are going. All
compasses have the directions north, south, east, and west on
them.

The Chinese were the first people to use a compass in travel.
Soon after that, the use of a compass spread through the world.
Explorers began to use compasses in their travels. Compasses

are still used on ships today.

Who invented the compass? Some people think the Mayan people first invented it. No
one knows for sure. The word compass comes from a place in Greece where lodestones
were found. Lodestones have iron in them. They are magnetic.

The compass was a mystery for many years. Why does the needle always point north?
In the 1600s, we learned the answer. William Gilbert studied the compass to learn how
it worked. The magnetic needle of a compass moves freely. The Earth acts like a giant
magnet. The Earth pulls the needle of the compass to the north.

Answer the questions.

1. What directions are on every compass?

2.  Who invented the compass?

3.  Where does the word compass come from?

4. Who were the first people we know of to use the compass?
a. people from Greece
b. people from China
c. people from the United States

5. In which direction does the compass needle always point?

a. north

b. south

c. east
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6. Who studied the compass and learned how it works?
a. people from Greece
b. the Mayan people
c. William Gilbert

7. Why does a compass needle always point to the north?

8. Why do you think explorers were glad to have compasses?
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Rain Forests —

Rain forests are found in wet, warm areas near the equator. They make up about six
percent of the Earth. The seasons don't change much in rain forests. It rains nearly
every day. Each year, rain forests have at least 60 inches of rain. The rain and warm
temperatures allow many plants to grow.

Some of the plants in rain forests grow food. Resources to make sugar

and chocolate were first found in rain forests. No one had seen or tasted

a pineapple until it was found in the rain forest. From the rubber trees in the
rain forest, we got sap. The sap was used to make rubber. There are many
different kinds of flowers in rain forests. You can find over 18,000 kinds of
orchids alone! Some of the plants that grow in rain forests are poisonous.

Many animals live in rain forests. You can find crocodiles and apes. You
can find tigers and leopards. You can find hundreds of different kinds of
snakes, lizards, and birds.

Rain forests are being destroyed. Many people want to live on the land. Some clear the
land for crops. Some clear the land for cattle to graze. When trees are cut down, erosion
can occur. Erosion is the washing away of the land. Every minute, over 100 acres of land
in the rain forests are being destroyed. We need to protect the rain forests. If we don't,
they may disappear.

Answer the questions.

1.

The climate of rain forests is
a. chilly and wet

b. warm and wet

c. cold and wet

2. Rain forests are found near the

3. Rain forests make up about percent of our Earth.

4. There are about inches of rain each year in a rain forest.

5.  Resources to make and were first found in
rain forests.

6. Name three animals you can find in a rain forest.
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7. Who is destroying the rain forests?
a. explorers and scientists
b. people who want to live on the land
c. the natives

8. When trees are cut down, can occur and wash away the land.

9. Over 100 acres of rain forest are being destroyed every

10. Do you think rain forests should be protected? Why?
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The Earth is one of nine planets in our solar system. All of the
planets orbit a central star, the sun. The Earth is third in distance
from the sun. Earth is not the largest of the nine planets, but it is
the only planet we know of that has life.

The Earth is never still. It is always spinning and moving. We
can't feel the Earth move, but we know that it does. The spinning
of the Earth is what gives us day and night. To have day and
night, the Earth has to spin all the way around once.

As the Earth is spinning, it is circling the sun. It moves in a path
called an orbit. Gravity is a strong force that keeps the Earth from
leaving the path. The gravity pull from the sun keeps the Earth in
the orbit. The Earth goes completely around the sun every 365
days, or one year.

Everything in space is called the universe. We do not know how big the universe is. It
is doubtful that we will ever discover everything in the universe because it never seems

to end. Itis hard to imagine, but the Earth is just one tiny part of the universe.

Answer the questions.

1. What is the central star that the Earth orbits?

2. Why is the Earth called “the third planet” in this passage?
a. The Earth is the third largest planet.
b. The Earth was the third planet discovered.
c. The Earth is the third planet from the sun.

3. How many planets revolve around the sun?

a. eight
b. nine
c. ten

4. What gives the Earth day and night?
a. the spinning of the Earth
b. the distance the Earth is from the sun
c. gravity

5. The path the Earth moves in is called an
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6. What keeps the Earth on its path around the sun?

a. gravity
b. the moon
c. wind

7. How long does it take the Earth to travel around the sun once?
a. one week
b. one month
C. oneyear

8. Everything in space is known as the
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The Sahara is the largest desert in the world.
It goes all the way across Africa. There is not
much rain. It is dry. Not much can grow there.

In the summer, it gets very hot. The sand gets
so hot that it can burn your feet. The sky is
clear all day. There are no clouds. The sand
cools quickly at night. The wind blows all the
time. It wears down the rocks. The wind
carries sand and pebbles as it blows.

AFRICA

There are very few plants in the desert. Plants in the desert have long roots to live. The
roots go deep into the ground. They get water from the ground. The water helps them
grow.

In some places you can find an oasis. This is where water comes up from the ground.
People stop here to rest. They may stay the night. The people can get water. The
animals can get water. An oasis is a good place to rest. :

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

The is the largest desert in the world.

It goes all the way across

The blows all the time.
The of plants go deep into the ground to get water.
At an , water comes up from the ground.

Why would life on the desert be hard?
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Once the Earth was covered with water. Years went by. Slowly most of the water dried
up. The water stayed in places where the land was low. In Utah, a lake was formed that
is 75 miles long. It is 35 miles wide.

There is something white around this lake. It looks like a beach. It isn't sand. It is salt.
This lake is named the Great Salt Lake.

Why is it so salty? At one time, it was a lake with fresh water. Then it changed. The
water had no way to get out of the lake. Water came down from the mountains and went
into the lake. This water had minerals in it. Years went by. The minerals in the lake
made the water salty.

The Great Salt Lake has eight times more salt than
an ocean. That's salty! It is the largest salt lake in
UTAH

the world.

Nothing grows around the lake. It is just too salty.
Only a few animals live there. Sometimes you see

a bird or two. Brine shrimp and algae live in the lake.
There are no fish. Some people like to swim in this
lake. The salt in the water makes you float.

Answer the questions.

1. At one time, the Earth was covered with

a. salt
b. ash
c. water

2. In which state is the Great Salt Lake?

a. Utah
b. lowa
c. Ohio

3. How wide is the Great Salt Lake?
a. 25 miles wide
b. 35 miles wide
c. 45 miles wide

4. True or false? There is a white, sandy beach around the Great Salt Lake.
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5. True or false? The salt in the lake makes you float.
6. True or false? Lots of plants and animals live around this lake.

7.  Why is the Great Salt Lake so salty?

8. Would you like to swim in the Great Salt Lake? Why?
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There is a big, long wall in China. It is not in a house. Itis
not in a building. It is called the Great Wall of China. The
wall is nearly 4000 miles long. It goes over high mountains.
It is made of brick and stone. This wall was built thousands
of years ago to keep the people of China safe.

The Great Wall is very high and wide. The top of the wall is
like a road. People are able to walk on top of it.

Many men helped build this wall. They worked for years to
finish it. It is the only thing built on Earth that can be seen
from space. Many people go to see the wall each year.

Answer the questions.

1.  Where is the Great Wall?
a. in ahouse
b. in China
c. inthe United States

2. The wall is made of and

3. The Great Wall of China is nearly how many miles long?

a. 2000
b. 3000
c. 4000

4. Why was the Great Wall of China built?
a. to keep people safe
b. as aroad
c. as a monument

5. The Great Wall of China is the only thing built on Earth that can be seen from

6. Why do you think people like to visit the Great Wall of China?
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The Statue of Liberty sits in New York Harbor. It is on Liberty Island.
France gave it to the United States in 1884.

How large is the Statue of Liberty? It stands 304 feet high. Her nose
is four and a half feet long. Her index finger is eight feet long! It took
20 years to build.

Thin sheets of copper cover the lady. She holds a torch in her right
hand. She holds law books with her left arm. On her head is a crown.
The crown has seven large spikes. Each spike stands for one of the
seven continents. There are two sets of steps inside the statue. One
set of steps is for people going up. The other set of steps is for people
going down.

Lady Liberty stands tall and proud. When people look at her, they think
of freedom.

Answer the questions.

1. What statue is this story about?

2. Where is this statue?

3.  When did America get this statue?
a. in 1886
b. in 1884
c. on Independence Day

4.  Which country gave the United States the statue?

5. How tall is the statue?

6. What kind of metal covers the statue?

a. iron ore
b. copper
c. steel

7. What does the statue hold in her right hand?
a. law books
b. atorch
c. freedom
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8. What does the statue hold in her left arm?
a. law books
b. atorch
c. freedom

9. What do the spikes on the Statue of Liberty’s crown stand for?
a. the seven seas
b. the seven continents
c. the seven layers of metal covering the statue

10. What do people think of when they look at the Statue of Liberty?
a. The United States
b. France
c. freedom
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The Isle of Logs Nairie

There is a city in Europe that is built on 13 islands. It is the capital city of Sweden. Its
name is Stockholm. Stockholm means “isle of logs.” Where did this name come from?
Long ago, homes were made of logs. Logs were easy to find. Then a fire burned much
of the city. Many people rebuilt their homes with granite. They knew that granite would
not burn like logs.

Bridges have been built to connect the islands. People travel in several ways. They may
use cars. They may walk. Some travel by boat. People use boat travel like we travel in
taxis. The boats take the people where they want to go.

The city is divided into two parts. One part is called
the "old town." Three of the islands make up the
old town. There are older homes there. The streets
are narrow and made of cobblestone. The Royal
Palace is in this part of town. This is where kings
and queens lived long ago. The other part of the
city is modern. There are newer homes, theaters,
and most businesses.

Winters are cold in the city. The winds are strong. The water freezes. The city uses
machines to break up the ice. It is important to keep the water open to ships and boats.

Summers are nice. The days often have 20 hours of light. Many people gather in the
parks after work. Midsummer's Day is a special day. It is held on the longest day of the
year, June 24th. People decorate tall poles. Families bring picnic lunches. There is

singing and dancing. It is a fun day for all.

Answer the questions.

1. Sweden is a country in

2. The capital of Sweden is

3. The capital's name means
a. isle of light
b. isle of logs
c. isle of granite
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4. How many islands make up Stockholm?

a. 13
b. 14
c. 15
5. Long ago, many homes were destroyed by
a. fire
b. wind
c. ice

6. How are the islands connected?

7. How many hours of light might there be on a summer day in Stockholm?

8. What special day is celebrated on June 24th?
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Many years ago, there was much land that had not been explored. Different countries
sent out explorers. The countries wanted to claim more land. England sent James Cook.
He went to the eastern coast of Australia. There he found the Great Barrier Reef. He
found it by accident. His ship struck the reef!

The Great Barrier Reef lies in the Coral Sea. It is over 1200
miles long. Reefs lie close to the surface of the water. They
can be made of rocks or coral. The Great Barrier Reef is
made of coral. It is one of the most beautiful reefs in the
world. You can see orange, green, purple, and yellow coral
there.

How are coral reefs formed? They are made from the shells
of tiny sea animals. When the animals die, their shells
remain. The shells form coral. Other sea animals attach to
the coral. This makes the reefs bigger. It took millions of
years to build the Great Barrier Reef.

Answer the questions.

1. What country was explorer James Cook from?
a. Australia
b. United States
c. England

2. The Great Barrier Reef was found when a hit the reef.

3. The Great Barrier Reef is off the coast of

4. The Great Barrier Reef lies in the Sea.

5.  About how long is the Great Barrier Reef?

a. 1000 miles
b. 1200 miles
c. 1400 miles

6. Areef can be made of
a. rocks or sand
b. sand or coral
c. rocks or coral
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7. Coral is made from
a. sea animal shells
b. rocks
c. fish bones

8. How long did it take to build the Great Barrier Reef?
a. hundreds of years
b. thousands of years
c. millions of years

9. True or false? The Great Barrier Reef is off the western coast of Australia.
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If you ever go to South America, you can see one of the greatest rivers in the world. It is
a wide river. When you stand on one bank, you have trouble seeing the other side. This
great river is the Amazon. It begins in the country of Peru. It flows all the way to Brazil.
There it meets the Atlantic Ocean. It is the second longest river in the world.

This river looks calm and peaceful. -

< )
“ Columbia ,~ = -

It can fool you. It is home to many
snakes and alligators. But the
greatest danger is from the
piranhas. These fish travel as .
a group. They can eat a person A b b w
in a matter of minutes! LS O M F I SAMERILA

Some people live on the river. These people are poor. They don't own any land, so they
make their homes on the river. They live on wooden rafts. The people tie their rafts
together. The rafts form a village of people.

Many people are working to protect the river and its land. They do not want to see it
ruined by man. They want to keep the river as it is.

Answer the questions.

1. What is the second longest river in the world?

a. the Nile
b. the Amazon
c. Peru

2.  On which continent is the river?
a. North America
b. Central America
c. South America

3. Where does the river begin?

a. in Peru
b. at the Atlantic Ocean
c. in Brazil
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4. What is the greatest danger on the river?
a. alligators
b. piranhas
c. shakes

5. Why are piranhas dangerous?
a. They can eat a person in a few minutes.
b. They have deadly poison.
c. They eat other animals.

6. Would you like to live on a raft on the Amazon? Why?
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What are five city blocks long and six stories high? They are the doors leading into the
Panama Canal. These doors are huge! They are made of steel. They weigh thousands
of tons.

The Panama Canal is in the country of Panama.
Panama is in Central America. The canal took over
10 years to build. It cost more than 375 million
dollars. The canal is over 47 miles long. It can take
a ship over eight hours to pass through it.

In the late 1800s, France tried to build a passage
through Panama. The men worked hard. They
faced many problems. The ground was soft. They
had many mud slides. The mud slides ruined their
work. After seven years, they ran out of money.
The work stopped.

Then Theodore Roosevelt became President of the United States. He was a man full of
ideas. He was a man of action. He knew that a passage was needed through Panama.
It would be good for trade. He decided that the United States would finish the canal.

At first, the builders had a lot of trouble. Then a man named John Stevens was sent as
the engineer. He thought of building a lock canal. A lock canal has giant doors on each
end. The lock is filled with water. The front door opens to allow a ship to enter. Then it
closes. More water is pumped into the lock. The water lifts up the ship so it can travel
through the canal. Then the ship goes out the back door of the lock. It took four years
just to build the lock canal.

The first ship passed through the Panama Canal in 1914. Each year, thousands of ships
pass through this canal.

Answer the questions.

1.  Where is Panama?
a. North America
b. Central America
c. South America
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2. How long is the Panama Canal?
a. about 57 miles long
b. about 47 miles long
c. about 47 feet long

3. Inthe 1800s, which country tried to build a passage across Panama?

4. What was the main problem the builders from France had?
a. They had many mud slides.
b. Some of them quit.
c. The ground was too hard to dig through.

5. Who was John Stevens?
a. an engineer who helped build the Panama Canal
b. the President of the United States
c. a doctor

6. When a boat goes through the canal, the lock canal
a. lowers the water level so ships can pass through
b. raises the water level so ships can pass through
c. keeps ships from passing through

7. When did the first ship pass through the canal?

a. 1894
b. 1914
c. 1957
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Egyptian Wonders Name

What a sight to see! Standing tall in the middle of a desert is the Great Pyramid of Giza.
This grand pyramid is one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. It is the only one
of the Seven Wonders still standing. It is in Egypt.

Why were the pyramids built? They were tombs for Egyptian kings. The Egyptians
believed that a person has more than one life. When a person died, he went on to
another life. So when a king died, he was buried with his riches and his slaves. The
king could use his slaves and riches in his next life.

The Great Pyramid was built for King Khufu. He had two other pyramids built. One
was for his son and one was for his grandson.

The Great Pyramid was 481 feet tall when it was built. The top part of the pyramid has
since been destroyed. For many centuries, it was the tallest structure on Earth. lItis
huge. Its base covers more than 13 acres. Each side of the base is 756 feet long. The
stones fit together perfectly. Each stone weighs more than two tons. Over two million
blocks of stone were used.

Nearby is the Great Sphinx. It has the
body of a lion and the head of a king.
The Egyptians saw their kings as calm
and stately. The sphinx shows this. It
has staring eyes that are wide open.

It has strong, regal features. The body
of the lion shows courage and strength.
It sits peacefully and unafraid. It is 240
feet long and 66 feet high.

No one knows how long it took to build these monuments. The people did not have tools
like we have today. They did not have transportation like we have. How were they able to
move the huge stones? Some mysteries will never be solved.

Answer the questions.

1. The Great Pyramid of Giza is in
a. the United States
b. Ecuador

c. Egypt

2. The Great Pyramid was built for
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3. How many acres does the base of the Great Pyramid cover?

a. over 13
b. over 23
c. over 33

4. About how many blocks of stone were used to build the Great Pyramid?
a. two hundred
b. two thousand
c. two million

5. The Great Sphinx has the body of a and the head of a
6. How many feet high is the sphinx?

a. 66

b. 240

c. 481

7. True or false? The Great Pyramid of Giza is the only Seven Wonders of the Ancient
World still standing.

8. True or false? The sphinx is much larger than the Great Pyramid.
9. True or false? The top part of the Great Pyramid has been destroyed.

10. True or false? It took five years to build the pyramids and the sphinx.
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It's Hot Here! —

Death Valley is in the state of California. Its name sounds gloomy, but it is a pretty place.
It is one of our national parks. There are beautiful wild flowers. You can see colorful sand
dunes. You can find snow-covered mountains. You can also find lots of sun! Death
Valley is one of the hottest places in the United States.

Much of the land is below sea level. It is the lowest
place in North America. The weather is harsh, but the
desert life is beautiful. More than 900 kinds of plants
live in Death Valley. These plants have adapted to the
desert. There is very little rain here. When it does rain,
the flowers burst with color.

NEVADA

San Francisco

Death

Valley \\

CALIFORNIA

There are some animals that live in Death Valley. Most
of the animals only come out at night. During the day;, it
can get as high as 125 degrees. Night is much cooler.

 My\Los Angeles

How did the park get its name? It was named for the miners who came during the Gold
Rush of 1849. Many miners didn't know it would be so hot. They didn't have enough
water. They died of thirst. The many deaths led to the name, Death Valley.

Answer the questions.

1

2.

This story is about

This park is in the state of

Much of the park is below

There are more than kinds of plants living in Death Valley.
During the day, the temperature can go up to degrees.

What happened in 1849 to bring people to the valley?

Do you think Death Valley is a good name for this park? Why?
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Name

Alaska is the 49th state. It is the largest state of all, but it has
fewer people than any other state. It is twice as big as the

state of Texas.

Alaska has not always been part of the United States. At
one time, Russia owned the land. In 1867, it was sold to the
United States for 7.2 million dollars. Many people thought it
was foolish to buy the land. What good was it? It is a cold
land. It doesn't touch any other states. Canada is east. The
Arctic Ocean is north. The Bering Sea is west. The Pacific

Ocean and the Gulf of Alaska are south.

Junea

Alaska

This state is rich in its resources. The waters are home to many kinds of fish. Fishing
Is a big industry. The state is also rich in timber. Timber is exported to other states and

countries. There are many ore mines as well.

In 1867, people rushed to Alaska. They heard that the land was rich in gold. Some of
the miners were lucky. They found gold. Others lost their money and went home broke.
Today you can still find gold mines. You can also find silver, coal, and oil.

Alaska is rich in another way. It has miles and miles of open land. The fields are beautiful
with the colors of the flowers. It is a state of natural beauty.

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

Alaska is the 49th state. It is also the

Alaska was once owned by

What happened to Alaska in 18677

state.

How much did the United States pay for Alaska?
a. 5.2 million dollars
b. 6.2 million dollars
c. 7.2 million dollars

Three major resources in Alaska are

, and
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6. Which country is east of Alaska?
a. Canada
b. Russia
c. United States

7. Four bodies of water touch Alaska. List them.
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Would you like to go back in time to the Jurassic Period?
It was a long time ago. When you visit Komodo Island, it
is like going back to the past. This island is in the South
Seas. Komodo dragons live there.

Komodo dragons look like dinosaurs. They aren't really
dragons or dinosaurs. They are lizards. The Komodo
dragon is the largest lizard in the world. It can grow to
be more than ten feet long! You wouldn't want to meet
one in the dark. They are huge!

Scientists think these lizards have been on Earth for
over 5000 years. They were first seen in the 1800s.

Komodo dragons hunt for food all the time. They often hunt until late into the evening.
They will eat any kind of meat. They have even been known to eat humans. These
lizards are so large that they can capture animals of all sizes. They have strong claws
and powerful legs. Their teeth are sharp and dangerous. They can run quickly to get
food.

If you saw a Komodo dragon, you would feel like you went back in time. You would think
of the days when dinosaurs roamed the Earth.

Answer the questions.

1.  Komodo Island is in the

2. The largest in the world lives on this island.
3. The Komodo dragon looks like a , but it is really a lizard.
4. The Komodo dragon can grow to be more than long.

5. True or false? Scientists think that the Komodo dragon has been on Earth for over
5000 years.

6. True or false? The Komodo dragon cannot move very fast.

7. True or false? The Komodo dragon hunts late into the evening.
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8. What does the Komodo dragon eat?

a. meat
b. leaves
C. grass

9.  When was the Komodo dragon first seen?

a. 1600s
b. 1700s
c. 1800s
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Long ago, the Inca Indians were a strong nation. Their land was in South America. They
ruled with power. Their land went from one ocean to the other ocean. Land made their
country strong. Their land was called quechua, meaning “four parts.” The land had the
mountains of the Andes. It had deep, fertile valleys. It also had tropical forest areas and
deserts. Part of the Inca’s land is now Peru.

The Inca worshipped the sun. They believed that they came
from the Sun god. The Inca were good builders. They used
huge blocks of stone for building homes. They built about 12,000
miles of roads. Levees were made where they found swamps.
Bridges were built over rivers. Special stations were built where
travelers could rest. There were also two special roads built for
the rulers. They went from one end of the country to the other.

There is no record of the Inca having any form of writing. Some of their records were
kept by using cords. Knots were tied in the cords to tell how many crops were gathered.
Farming was important. The Inca were the first known people to grow potatoes. They
also grew Indian corn. Llamas carried their crops to market.

The Inca nation fell apart when the Spanish invaded their land. The Spanish were
seeking gold. Fighting broke out. Soon the Inca nation was weakened. Their spirit
broke and they had no will to fight. Their great nation was gone.

Answer the questions.

1.

Where did the Inca live?
a. North America

b. Central America

c. South America

What does the Spanish word quechua mean?

What country today includes some of the Inca's land?

a. Spain
b. Peru
c. Ecuador

What did the Inca worship?
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5.  How did the Inca keep records of their crop production?

Name

6. What two crops did the Inca grow?

7. The Inca nation was weakened when
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The Coldest Place on Earth S

One of our seven continents is Antarctica. It is the home of the
South Pole. This is a strange land. Most of the year it stays about
70 degrees below zero. It is the coldest place in the world. Not
only is it cold, but it is the driest and the windiest of all continents.
Winds have reached 185 miles per hour. Ice covers 98 percent of
the land. The only place the land is free of ice is around the
coastline and on some mountainsides.

Life is not easy there. There are no roads. There are no sources
of power. There are no houses or stores. No one lives there year-
round. The ice is always moving. Food can not be grown. It is far
away from other lands.

There is very little plant life on Antarctica. With so few plants, Antarctica doesn't have
many land animals. One animal you can find is the penguin. Penguins have learned
to live in the harsh climate. There are also sea animals, including whales, dolphins,
porpoises, and seals. Their fat keeps them warm. The fat of these animals is called
blubber.

Hunters looking for whales and seals discovered this land in the 1800s. Today Antarctica
is claimed by 12 nations. All nations want the natural resources found there. There are
large amounts of coal and oil. There is gas and other minerals. However, the cost to
mine would be great. One day, countries may have to use these resources. For now,
the resources are untouched.

Answer the questions.

1.

Antarctica is one of continents in the world.
a. six

b. seven

c. eight

It is home to

a. South America
b. the North Pole
c. the South Pole

Most of the time the temperature averages about
a. 70 degrees below zero

b. 70 degrees above zero

C. zero
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4. Ice covers of the land.
a. 40 percent
b. 50 percent
c. 98 percent

5. The fat of the animals protects them from the cold. What is it called?
a. fatty tissue
b. blubber
c. bubbles

6. Put a check by all the natural resources the story tells about.

___ ice _______gas
ol _ forests
___water mountains
______ coal salt

7. True or false? The ice on Antarctica is always moving.
8. True or false? Winds may reach 400 miles per hour.

9. True or false? The cost of mining natural resources would be great.

Around the World
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 91 Copyright © 1999 LinguiSystems, Inc.



The Tower of London

Name

London is the capital city of England. It is very old and rich in history. Many buildings in
London tell of life long ago. One such place is the Tower of London. It was built in 1078
as a fortress. It was built to protect the king's family. It sits on the banks of the Thames

River.

The Tower is surrounded by a moat. Amoat is a deep, wide ditch that can hold water.
The moat was used to protect the castle. It went all around the castle. To enter, a heavy
iron bridge was lowered. There is no water in the moat today.

A high wall goes around the Tower. The Tower is not just one building. There are 13
buildings in all. The royal family once lived in one of the buildings. Another building
was the prison. Workers, soldiers, and knights lived in the other buildings. It took many

people to run a castle.

The royal family does not live in the Tower now. It is home to many of
England's jewels and treasures. Visitors can see rings, bracelets, and
crowns that belonged to kings and queens. They can see swords with
jewels. These treasures are part of history. They are priceless. Suits
of armor worn by knights are also in the Tower.

The treasures in the Tower are well guarded. Special guards are trained
to protect the treasures. They are called Beefeaters. It is an honor to be
a guard of the Tower. If you see a Beefeater, you will see a man dressed

as guards dressed long ago.

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

The capital of England is

The Tower of London was built in

a. 1078
b. 1178
c. 1278

The Tower of London was built

a. as a school

b. to keep animals out of the city
c. to protect the king's family

At one time, the Tower was surrounded by a

Around the World
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 92

full of water.

Copyright © 1999 LinguiSystems, Inc.



The Tower of London. cnne s

5. How many buildings make up the Tower of London?

a. 13
b. 14
c. 15

6. What is in the Tower of London now?
a. the royal family
b. jewels and treasures
c. nothing

7. What is a Beefeater?
a. a person who likes to eat meat
b. a member of the royal family
c. aguard at the Tower of London

8. True or false? Beefeaters dress the same as guards did long ago.

9. True or false? The Royal Family doesn't live in the Tower of London now.
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It Is Grand

The state of Arizona is proud to be home to the
Grand Canyon. The Grand Canyon is huge. It
covers one million acres of land. It is 277 miles
long and 18 miles wide. It is over one mile
deep. Can you imagine looking down for one
mile? Amazing!

The Grand Canyon was formed by erosion.
Erosion means “to wear away the land.” It can
wear away the land by water, wind, or ice. The
Colorado River runs through part of the park.

It also helped to make the Grand Canyon.

Over two million people visit the canyon each year. Many go to the bottom. There are
no roads. There are only trails. People have to ride mules to get down in the canyon.
Beautiful trees and flowers grow in the canyon. There are also prairie dogs, bighorn
sheep, and mountain lions. Over 180 different kinds of birds live there.

No words can describe the beauty of the Grand Canyon. It has over 20 layers of rock.
Each layer is a different color. As the sun rises, the colors seem to change. The colors
are at their richest when the sun is directly overhead. The colors seem to glow.

Answer the questions.

1. The Grand Canyon is in the state of

2. The Grand Canyon is miles long, miles wide, and over
mile deep.

3. The Grand Canyon was mainly formed by

4.  Which river runs through part of the Grand Canyon?
a. Arizona River
b. Canyon River
c. Colorado River

5. Over | people visit the Grand Canyon each year.
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6. How many layers of rock does the Grand Canyon have?

a. over 20
b. over 25
c. over 30

7. True or false? Nevada is proud to be the home of the Grand Canyon.
8. True or false? Erosion is only caused by the wind.
9. True or false? You can see mountain lions in the Grand Canyon.

10. True or false? The colors of the Grand Canyon are richest at sunset.
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The Taj Mahal

Many years ago, some lands were ruled by emperors.
There was an emperor in India named Shah Jahan.
He was married to a beautiful young woman. He
loved her very much. She helped him with decisions
and was a good wife.

On a trip with the emperor, she died. The emperor's
heart was broken. He wanted to build her a beautiful
tomb. He called for the best artists and builders in the
country. It took over 20,000 men to build the tomb. It
took over 20 years to complete the building. And he
did it all because he loved his wife.

visit the place that Shah Jahan had built for his wife.

Answer the questions.

1. What is an emperor?
a. one who builds things
b. a ruler of a country
c. aplace in India

2.  Where did the emperor Shah Jahan live?
a. in the Taj Mahal
b. in India
c. in a castle

3.  Why did the emperor build such a beautiful tomb?
a. because he wanted a place to be buried
b. because of the people
c. because he loved his wife very much

4. How many men did it take to build the Taj Mahal?
a. over 20,000
b. over 200
c. over 2000
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5. What was the Taj Mahal made of ?
a. red brick
b. white stones
c. white marble

6. What does the name Taj Mahal mean?

7. True or false? It took over 30 years to build the Taj Mahal.

8. True or false? The Taj Mahal is still standing today.
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The Empire State Building is in New York City. When it was built, it
was the tallest building in the world. It stands 1453 feet. On top of
the building is a lightning rod that adds another eight and a half feet.

In all, there are 102 floors. The observation deck is on the top floor.
Here you can see as far as 80 miles on a clear day. You can see five
states! If you want to walk to the top floor, it will take you 1860 steps.
Most people ride the elevator. The elevator is so fast, it can go 80 floors
in one minute. Almost four million people come to see this great building
each year.

What a building! There are more than 3500 miles of telephone lines.
Over 15,000 people work in the building. Many more visit each day.
It takes 73 elevators to handle all the people. There are many offices
in this building. There are restaurants, banks, and drugstores. There
is even a shoe repair shop! It is like a little city, all on its own.

Answer the questions.

1. Where is the Empire State Building?

2. How tall is the Empire State Building?
a. 3500 feet tall
b. 1860 feet tall
c. 1453 feet tall

3.  How many floors are in the Empire State Building?

4. What is on the top floor of the Empire State Building?

5. How many steps are in the Empire State Building?

6. Name two kinds of businesses in the Empire State Building.

7.  Why do you think people like to visit the Empire State Building?
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Old Faithful —

In Yellowstone National Park you can see a famous geyser. It
is named Old Faithful. It is one of 200 geysers in the park. Old
Faithful is the most famous geyser, but it is not the largest, nor
is it the oldest.

A geyser is a hot spring. The word means “to gush forth.” It
blows hot water and steam high into the air. To do this, there
must be a source of heat. It also must have a storage place
for the water. When the water reaches a certain temperature,
it gushes out. Geysers are found in places where volcanoes
once stood. Yellowstone National Park was built on top of a
volcano.

Old Faithful blows once every 65 minutes. It spews water for two to five minutes. The
water goes up in the air about 165 feet. No one knows who first saw this famous geyser.
It was named by a group of men on an expedition. They named it Old Faithful because
it went off regularly.

Many people go to the park each year to see Old Faithful. It is a sight they will never
forget! i

Answer the questions.

1.

Where is Old Faithful?

a. in Cornerstone National Park
b. in Jellystone National Park
c. In Yellowstone National Park

What is Old Faithful?
a. avolcano

b. a geyser

c. apark

What is a geyser?
a. a hot spring

b. a pool of water
c. avolcano

Yellowstone National Park was built on top of
a. a monument to Old Faithful

b. avolcano

Cc. a mountain
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How often does Old Faithful blow?
a. once every 30 minutes
b. once every 55 minutes
c. once every 65 minutes

Name two things a geyser must have to blow water.

Name

Who named Old Faithful?

a. workers at the park

b. a group of men on an expedition
c. some American Indians

Why do you think Old Faithful is called Old Faithful?
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The World’s End

Want to go to the "world's end"? The Galapagos
Islands have been called this. These islands

lie off the coast of Ecuador. They are made of
volcano craters. Their lava cliffs rise up from

the sea to form nine islands. Very few people
live on the islands. Life is hard on these islands.
The ground is covered with lava rocks. But the
soil is rich for growing things. The people raise
coffee, fruit, and sugar cane.

The islands are home to many birds and plants not found in other parts of the world.
They are the only place where you can find giant turtles in the wild. On the larger
islands, you will find wild dogs, cats, and goats. Most of these animals were abandoned
by passing ships. You can also find giant iguanas that may grow to be three feet long!
It is paradise for scientists.

Spanish explorers named the islands after the giant turtles. Galapago is a Spanish word
meaning “tortoise.” These giant turtles, or tortoises, can weigh as much as 500 pounds.
They can live for more than 100 years. They can grow to be four feet long, and they are
large enough for a man to ride.

Today laws protect these islands. The islands provide a safe place for wildlife. You need
special permission to visit the islands. There are no other islands like the Galapagos
Islands.

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

The islands known as the "world's end" are named the

The islands lie off the coast of

How many islands make up the Galapagos Islands?

a. seven
b. eight
C. nine

The islands are made of
a. volcano craters

b. mountains

c. sand dunes

Around the World
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 101 Copyright © 1999 LinguiSystems, Inc.



The WOl‘ld)S End continued Name

5. What crops are grown on the islands?

6. Which animal lives on the islands that you cannot find anywhere else in the world?

7. What does the word galapago mean?

a. iguana
b. goat
c. tortoise

8. What do you need if you want to visit the islands?
a. aticket
b. special permission
c. a passport

9.  Would you like to live on the Galapagos Islands? Why?
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Robert E. Peary was the first man to get to the North Pole. It
was in 1909. He had tried three times to get there. On his last
try, he made it. It took 36 long days. It was not an easy trip.
The land was frozen. He had to travel by sled. The sled was
pulled by dogs called Huskies.

The North Pole is in the Arctic Ocean. It is a very large place.
It is cold there. All of the land is frozen. There is much ice and
snow. Only a few animals live there. You can see polar bears.
You can also find whales and seals. But there are no people
living at the North Pole.

Answer the questions.

1. The first person to reach the North Pole was

2. Peary had tried times to get to the North Pole.

3. When Peary finally made it to the North Pole, his trip had taken

4. Peary traveled to the North Pole by - :

a. train
b. boat
c. sled

5.  The North Pole is in the
a. Atlantic Ocean
b. Arctic Ocean
c. Indian Ocean

6. Name three animals that live at the North Pole.

days.
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There are many kinds of bears. Real bears growl. There is
one bear that won’t growl at you. It is a teddy bear. How did
the teddy bear get its name?

Long ago we had a president named Theodore Roosevelt. He
had a nickname. He was called "Teddy."

One day, Teddy went hunting. He saw a bear cub. He could
not shoot the little bear cub. Many people heard about his trip.
They heard how he would not shoot the cub. Toy makers began
to make bears. They called the bears "teddy bears."

Today you can buy many kinds of teddy bears. They are different colors. Some are
dressed in coats and hats. Some wear glasses. Some are little. Some are big. But
each one is still a teddy bear.

Answer the questions.

1.

How did the teddy bear get its name?
a. It was named after a President.
b. It was named after a bear.

c. It was named after a toy maker.

Who was Teddy Roosevelt?

a. the owner of a toy company

b. a bear

c. one of the Presidents of the United States

Why was the teddy bear named after Teddy Roosevelt?
a. He wouldn't shoot a bear cub.

b. He was cuddly.

c. He growled like a bear.

What is a cub?

a. something you use in baseball
b. a baby bear

c. atoy

What do teddy bears look like?
a. They're all big.

b. They're all brown and white.
c. They're all different colors.
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The Underground Railroad _—

What was the Underground Railroad? It was not a train. It did not run on train tracks.
It was a way that slaves escaped to freedom in the United States. The slaves would
escape from the South to the North. They wanted freedom. In the South, slaves did
all the work. They worked in homes and in fields. Life was not easy for slaves.

Many slaves only dreamed of going north. Some slaves made their

dreams come true. One such person was Harriet Tubman. Harriet
was a slave. Most of the time she worked in a house, but she liked
to work outdoors. She felt like she was free when she was outside.
When Harriet was 25 years old, she escaped. She went north.

Harriet wanted to help others be free. She made 19 trips back to
the South. The trips were dangerous. She could be caught. She
could be killed. Harriet did not care. She knew the taste of freedom.
She wanted to help her people. In all, she helped over 300 slaves

escape. She risked her life for freedom.

Then the Civil War started. The North was fighting the South. Harriet worked as a nurse
for the North. She also worked as a spy. This was a woman who had been a slave.

She didn't know how to read or write. But Harriet was a very special person. She gave
of herself to help others. Harriet died in 1913. She was buried with military honors.

Answer the questions.

1. What was the Underground Railroad?
a. atrain
b. a subway
c. away for slaves to escape to freedom

2. Why did Harriet like to work outside?
a. She felt free.
b. She liked the sun.
c. She liked to work in the fields.

3. Harriet made trips back to the South to help slaves escape.

4. How many slaves did Harriet help free?
a. over 300
b. over 400
c. over 500
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5.  Why did Harriet help other slaves escape?
a. She wanted them to be free like she was.
b. She was worried they would be killed.
c. She didn't like living in the North.

6. During the Civil War, Harriet worked as
a. anurse and a teacher
b. anurse and a spy
c. aspyand a teacher

7. Harriet did a lot in her lifetime, but she never learned to
a. cook
b. drive
c. read or write

8. True or false? Harriet was once a slave.

9. True or false? Harriet died in 1913.
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A baby boy was born in 1809. His parents were Thomas
and Nancy. They were farmers. They lived in a log cabin.
No one knew that this baby would be famous one day. His
name was Abraham Lincoln.

Abe helped on the farm. He helped in the garden. He
chopped wood. He carried water for his mother. He was
a good son. He didn't mind helping his parents. He didn't
mind working hard.

Abe started school when he was six. Abe loved to learn.
He walked two miles to school each day. After school he
walked two miles home. His favorite part of the day was
when he could write. He practiced writing every day.

There were times when Abe couldn't go to school. His family moved many times. But

Abe didn't stop learning. He loved to read. Many nights he read his Bible by the fire.
He borrowed books whenever he could. Once he walked 29 miles just to borrow a book

to read!

He became interested in law as he grew up. He read all the books on law he could find.
He sat in courtrooms. He listened to the lawyers try their cases. He learned by listening.

In 1842, he set up a law office. He was now a lawyer.

Abe was a young boy born to farmers. He wasn't rich. He didn’t live in a big house. Life
was not easy for him or his family. He had to work hard all his life. This man became the

16th President of the United States.

Answer the questions.
1. Abraham Lincoln was born in

2.  Name three ways Abe helped on the farm.

3. Of all the subjects Abe studied in school, his favorite was

o

Many nights, Abe sat by the fire reading the
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5. Once Abe walked miles just to borrow a book to read.
a. 29
b. 39
c. 49

6. As Abe grew up, he became interested in

7. Abraham Lincoln was the President of the United States.
a. 15th
b. 16th
c. 17th

8. True or false? Abe Lincoln didn’t have to work hard when he was growing up.
9. True or false? Abe Lincoln became a lawyer.

10. True or false? Abe Lincoln’s parents were farmers.
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You may not know the name Samuel Clemens. You know him as
Mark Twain. He was a great writer.

When Samuel was four years old, his family moved to a town on
the Mississippi River. Samuel grew up there. He came to love
the river. He loved the people of the town. He talked of the river
in many of his stories. He based many of the people in his books
on people he knew.

When Samuel was 12, his father died. There was no money.
Samuel went to work. He worked for a printer. He was an
apprentice. This is a person who learns a trade from someone
with skill. Later, Samuel worked on the river. He learned how
to pilot a riverboat.

The Civil War began. He left his work and traveled west. He was lucky. He found a job
as a reporter on a newspaper. He began to use the name Mark Twain. Where did the
name come from? It was a term that riverboat pilots used. It told how deep the water
was in the river.

Samuel loved writing stories. He began to write books. He tried to write one every two
years. It was not easy to write books. He had many things to write about. He wanted
to say them right.

We will always remember Mark Twain. He was a wonderful writer. He wrote The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer. He wrote The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. These are
just two of his books. His stories take us back to days long ago. People still enjoy his
stories today.

Answer the questions.

What was Mark Twain's real name?

Which river did Samuel Clemens love?
a. the Ohio River

b. the Mississippi River

c. the Missouri River
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3.  What is an apprentice?
a. a person who learns how to pilot a riverboat
b. a person who writes books
c. aperson who learns a trade from someone with skill

4. Why did Clemens go to work as an apprentice to a printer?
a. He liked to work in newspaper offices.
b. It was the only job he could find.
c. His family needed the money.

5. What job did Clemens get when he traveled west?
a. a newspaper reporter
b. ariverboat pilot
c. a printer

6. What did the name Mark Twain mean?
a. It was aterm riverboat pilots used to tell how deep the water was.
b. It was a term riverboat pilots used to tell how cold the water was.
c. Itwas aterm newspaper reporters used to tell stories.

7. What are the names of two books Mark Twain wrote?
a. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The Mississippi River
b. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
c. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and How to Be a Printer

Historical Events and People
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 110 Copyright © 1999 LinguiSystems, Inc.



Sandra Day O’Connor Narme

Sandra Day lived on a ranch in Arizona. Her home was
miles from other homes. There were no friends nearby to
play with. She didn't live near a school. When Sandra was
six, she moved to Texas to go to school. She lived with

her grandparents. Her grandmother was a great influence
in Sandra's life. She told Sandra that she could do anything
she set her mind to. Sandra believed this.

Sandra graduated from high school when she was 16. She went on to college. There
Sandra became interested in law. She went to law school. It was there that she met
her husband. His name was John O'Connor.

After law school, Sandra had trouble finding work. Firms did not want to hire women
lawyers. The field was new to women. She finally found a job as a law clerk. She
worked hard. Soon she became a deputy county attorney.

Several years went by. Sandra and her husband had two small children. For a while,
Sandra stayed home. She went back to work slowly. At first she only worked part-time.
Then she was asked to work with the state Senate. She impressed many people. In
1969, she was appointed to fill a place in the Senate. Later she was elected to the
Senate.

Then Sandra was asked to serve on the United States Supreme Court. It was a dream
come true. She had been chosen for a great honor. For years, Sandra had worked hard.
All of her hard work had paid off. She had become a Supreme Court judge.

Answer the questions.

1. Sandra did not have any friends to play with as a child because
a. She wasn't a nice person.
b. Other children didn't like her.
c. She lived far way from other children.

2. Why did Sandra move to Texas when she was six?
a. to find some friends to play with
b. to go to school
c. to visit her grandparents
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3. Sandra's grandmother told her
a. "Study hard."
b. "Go to law school."
c. "You can do anything you set your mind to."

4. Sandra became interested in law when she
a. met some lawyers
b. went to college
c. met her future husband

5.  After working part-time for the state Senate, Sandra was appointed to
a. be alawyer for the state Senate
b. fill a place in the state Senate
c. be alaw clerk for the state Senate

6. What was a "dream come true" for Sandra?
a. to serve on the United States Supreme Court
b. to fill a seat on the state Senate
c. to be alaw clerk
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In 1820, Susan B. Anthony was born. One day, she would be
a leader for women's rights.

When Susan was very young, her father saw that she could
learn easily. Most girls back then only learned things about
keeping a house. Susan needed to learn more. She was
sent away to school when she was six. The school was

a different kind of school. She learned reading, writing,

and math. She was challenged.

When Susan got older, her life changed. Times were not
good. Her father could not keep his cotton mill going. Susan
had to find work. There weren't many jobs for women. A
woman either got married or taught school.

Susan began teaching for $2.50 a week. She soon realized that she wanted more out
of life. She thought women should have other jobs. Women could do more. In those
days, women had few rights. Women could not vote. Women were never paid as much
as men.

Susan went to a meeting about women's rights. She was not quiet. She had much to
say. She spoke out for women's rights. Many people at the meeting did not agree with
her. Susan spoke out for what she believed.

Susan had a goal in life. She was a voice for all women. Women should be able to own
property. Women should be able to hold public office. But there was something Susan
wanted most of all. She felt that women should be able to vote.

Susan died in 1906. Women still could not vote. Fourteen years later, her dream came
true. The 19th amendment was passed. It gave women the right to vote. Susan B.
Anthony changed life for all women.

Answer the questions.

1. Why was Susan sent away to school?
a. She didn't want to go to school where she lived.
b. She would learn more at the new school.
c. She wasn't an easy person to teach.
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2. What does it mean when the story says Susan was challenged at her new school?
a. Susan was encouraged to think, learn, and grow.
b. Susan had to fight with other students at school.
c. Susan didn’t like the school where she was going.

3. What happened to Susan's father that changed her life?
a. He worked to help women and she wanted to help.
b. He couldn't keep his cotton mill running.
c. He went overseas to work.

4. What happened when Susan went to a meeting on women's rights?
a. She spoke out for women's rights.
b. She didn't say anything.
c. She voted against women's rights.

5.  What one goal did Susan want for women above all other things?
a. She wanted women to be able to have property.
b. She wanted women to be paid more for their work.
c. She wanted women to be able to vote.

6. Which amendment to the U.S. Constitution gave women the right to vote?

a. 1st
b. 5th
c. 19th
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Paul Revere was a great patriot. A patriot is a person who loves his country. Paul Revere
believed in freedom. He loved his country.

When Paul's father was young, he came to America. He was an apprentice. He learned
how to be a silversmith. He was able to open his own business. Later, Paul's father
married. Paul was the second son born. As a young boy, Paul liked to listen to the
sounds from his father's shop. Their home was near the wharf. Paul grew up around the
large ships that sailed in and out of the harbor.

Paul was a good student in school. He enjoyed learning. When Paul finished school,
he often worked at his church. It was there that Paul heard the preacher speak out
against the King of England. The preacher believed in freedom for the people. Paul
developed strong beliefs about his country. His ideas grew stronger each year. Paul
became a leader for the people. They listened when he spoke. All his life he worked
to make life better for others.

During his life, Paul did many things. He was

a silversmith. He was a dentist. He was

a spy. We remember him best for his famous
ride. It was April 18, 1775. The night was dark.
The British were coming. Paul had to warn
others. It could mean their freedom. He rode
yelling, "The British are coming." Paul's ride
was the start of the Revolutionary War. Paul
Revere won the respect of his fellow man.

Answer the questions.

1. This story is about a patriot named

2. Apatriotis .
a. a person who believes in himself and can learn a trade
b. a person who believes strongly in his country
c. a person who is an apprentice to another person

3.  What trade did Paul's father learn?
a. silversmith
b. dentist
c. teacher
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4. In church, Paul heard the preacher speak out against
a. the President of the United States
b. the King of England
c. America

5.  When did Paul's famous ride take place?

6. Paul's ride was the start of which war?

7. What did Paul yell as he rode? “

8. Paul did several things during his lifetime. Check the three that the story talks about.

husband silversmith
spy dentist
teacher doctor
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The first President of the United States was George
Washington. He was chosen for this honor. At first, people
wanted him to be king. Washington didn't want to be a king.
He wanted freedom for the people. He wanted the land to
be a great country. He would not be king. He would be
President.

Washington was a good leader. He had been a leader in the
army. He led soldiers in the American Revolution. He was a
smart leader. He always thought before he acted. He made
up his mind what was best to do. Then he put his plans into
action.

Washington stood over six feet tall. He was very handsome in his day. He had many
friends. He loved to go to parties. He loved to go to the theater. He could relax with
family and friends. Those who didn't know him thought he might be a cold person. But
he was a man who cared about things very much.

Today we call Washington “the father of our country." He helped our nation to be great.
You can visit the home where Washington and his wife, Martha, lived. You can learn
many things about his life. Their home was called Mount Vernon.

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

True or false? George Washington was first a king, then a President.
True or false? Washington led soldiers during the American Revolution.
True or false? We call Washington “the father of our country."

True or false? Washington and his wife, Martha, lived in Mount Vernon.
True or false? George Washington was a good leader.

The American Revolution was

a. awar
b. a business
c. ajob

George Washington liked to

a. hunt and play ball

b. go to parties and the theater
c. sing and dance
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As a young girl, Clara Barton didn't play with dolls. She was more interested in learning
things from her brothers. She wanted to be more like them. She learned how to ride a
horse bareback. She learned how to drive a nail straight. She also learned from her
mother and sisters. They taught her how to cook and sew. Each person in Clara's family
taught her different things.

Clara was sent to boarding school. She studied nursing.
She loved helping people who were sick. She knew that
she wanted to help others one day. When Clara finished
her studies, she decided she would teach. She taught
for 14 years.

Then the Civil War started. Many soldiers needed
medical help. Clara began helping the soldiers. She
got passes to go to the front lines. She took medical
supplies to the wounded. She worked side by side with
the doctors. She learned to work with fighting all around
her. She set up a camp where she made soups and
breads to take to the soldiers. She helped soldiers from
both armies, North and South. She did not take sides.

Clara went to Europe after the war. There she learned about the Red Cross. When Clara
returned, she had a goal. She wanted the Red Cross to come to America. Her dream
came true. The Red Cross was started in America in 1881.

Today the Red Cross is still helping others all over the world. They are there when people
need help. If there is a hurricane, they are there to help. If there is an earthquake, they
are there to help. They go where they are needed. '

Answer the questions.

1. As a young girl, what did Clara learn from her brothers?
a. how to ride a horse bareback
b. how to cook and sew
c. how to be a nurse

2. At boarding school, Clara studied

a. sewing
b. cooking
C. nursing
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3. What type of work did Clara do right after she finished school?

a. She helped in the war.
b. She taught school.
c. She got married and moved overseas.

4. Clara taught for years.

5. When did Clara begin her nursing career?
a. during the Civil War
b. during a war overseas
c. when the Red Cross began in America

6. Where did Clara learn about the Red Cross?

a. inAmerica
b. in school
c. in Europe

7. She worked with soldiers from both the

and

because she did not take sides.

8. What year did the Red Cross begin in America?

a. 1881
b. 1888
c. 1818

9. What does the Red Cross do?
a. It helps people who need help.
b. It helps people learn nursing.
c. It helps people like Clara Barton.
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Captain Charles 'Chuck’ Yeager was in the U.S. Air Force. He had been a pilot in World
War Il. Chuck was one of the Air Force's best pilots. He was chosen for a top-secret
attempt to break the sound barrier.

Two days before he was to fly, Chuck had a riding accident. He broke two ribs. He had
difficulty moving his right arm. The pain was great. Chuck knew if the Air Force found
out about his accident, they would not let him fly. He kept his accident a secret.

The day of the flight came. Chuck was
excited about the mission. He wanted to
be the first man to break the sound barrier.
He climbed into the cockpit. He had to use
a stick to raise the door handle and lock it.

On October 14, 1947, Chuck set a record.
He was the first man to break the sound
barrier.

Answer the questions.

1. What was Captain Charles Yeager's nickname?

2.  What branch of service was he in?

a. Army
b. Air Force
c. Navy

3.  Why was Chuck chosen to be the pilot to try to break the sound barrier?
a. because he was very brave
b. because no one else wanted to try it
c. because he was one of the best pilots

4. What happened to Chuck two days before he was to try to break the sound barrier?
a. He was in a riding accident.
b. He flew in World War Il.
c. He joined the Air Force.
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5. What did Chuck use to lock the door in the plane?
a. a stick
b. a baseball bat
Cc. ahammer

6. When did Chuck break the sound barrier?
a. on October 4, 1947
b. on October 14, 1947
c. on October 24, 1947

7. True or false? Chuck Yeager did not break the sound barrier.

8. True or false? Chuck Yeager was a pilot during World War Il.
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The year was 1929. Anne Frank was born in Germany. Her family
was Jewish. As Anne grew up, the threat of war grew. Times were
hard. The Frank family decided to move. They wanted to be safe.
They moved to Amsterdam. They hoped they would be safe there.

World War Il had begun. In 1940, German troops marched into
the city. All Jewish people had rules to follow. The next year, the
troops began to take Jewish people away. They were sent to
prison camps. Times grew worse. Danger was all around. People
disappeared. Anne's father found a place for his family to hide.

It was Anne's 13th birthday. She was given a small diary. Anne loved to write. She knew
that she would enjoy her diary. What she didn't know was that the time was coming for
her family to hide. Several weeks later, they went into hiding. Two other families joined
them. They hid for over two years. During this time, Anne wrote about their life in hiding.

It was not a good time. Their hiding place was small. The families had to stay quiet. All
were afraid. In 1944, they were discovered. The families were taken to prison camps.
In camp, Anne died of typhus. She was just 15 years old. Years later, Anne's diary was
published. It is called The Diary of Anne Frank.

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

Anne Frank was born in Germany in the year

The Frank family moved to to be safe.

The war that started was called
a. World War |

b. World War Il

c. The German War

The families stayed in hiding for more than years.

During their time in hiding, Anne wrote in her

When Anne and the others were discovered in their hiding place, they were sent to
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7. Anne died when she was years old.
a. 13
b. 14
c. 15

8. The story of Anne’s life in hiding is called

9. How do you think Anne felt during the time she was in hiding?
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Mesa Verde National Park is in the state of Colorado. In the park, you will find many cliff
dwellings. These dwellings were once home to the Anasazi Indians. Their homes, or
pueblos, were built into the cliffs. You can still see them today. They are hundreds of

years old.

The Anasazi's homes were perched high on the
ledges of the cliffs. To get to their homes, they had
to climb rope ladders. Sometimes they had hand
and foot holds cut into the face of the cliffs. They
were safe in the cliffs. No one could harm them.
The pueblos sheltered them from rain and wind.
They were warmed by the sun in the morning and
cooled in the evening.

One day, the cliff dwellers left their cliff homes.

They moved away. No one knows why they left.
They just disappeared. Some people believe that
the Anasazi needed an area that could yield more
food. Some believe a war killed the Anasazi Indians.
No one knows for sure.

Archaeologists have not found any traces of where the Indians went. But they did find
relics in the area. ltems such as woven baskets, clay pottery, and clothing are displayed
in the park's museum. Will we ever know what happened? No one knows. Maybe one

day we will find an answer.

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

Mesa Verde National Park is in the state of

The Indians lived in cliff dwellings there.

The Indians built on the sides of the cliffs.

To get to their homes, the Anasazi Indians used ladders made of

a. wood
b. rope
c. stone
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5. What happened to the Anasazi Indians?
a. No one knows.
b. They all died.
c. nothing

6. What do you think an archaeologist does?

Name

a. studies lives and cultures of people from long ago

b. studies diseases of people from long ago
c. builds new homes on top of old homes

7. Which of these are relics?
a. rope ladders
b. woven baskets and clay pottery
c. animal hides
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No one knew in 1897 that the young girl born would be famous. It was the birth of Amelia
Earhart. From a very young age, she was interested in flying. She read all she could on
airplanes.

After World War |, Amelia began taking flying lessons. She worked hard to achieve her
goal. In 1928, Amelia was asked to be the first woman to fly across an ocean. It was an
honor to be asked. She was excited. It would be the first time a plane had gone across
an ocean. Newspapers carried stories of the flight. Would it be safe? Would they make
it? No one knew. People listened to their radios for news about the flight. When the
plane landed, people cheered. The plane and its passengers had crossed the Atlantic
Ocean.

Four years later, Amelia flew solo over the same ocean. She flew to Ireland. The
newspapers were full of her success. Then she planned a flight around the world.
It was something no woman had ever done.

It was June 1937. Amelia and her copilot flew a small twin-engine plane.
The flight went smoothly for most of the trip. Then something terrible
happened. The plane vanished in the South Pacific. The end _
of the trip was near. They only had 7,000 miles left to go.
There was no radio contact. People waited in stunned silence.
What had happened to this flight?

Search teams began to look for the plane. Days turned into weeks. Each
day, the search team met with failure. Finally, the search was called off.
No traces of Amelia and her copilot were found.

People still search for the answer to this puzzling event. Did they run out of fuel? Did

they crash? Were they killed? Were they working as spies for the government? No one
knows for sure what happened, not even today.

Answer these questions.
1. True or false? Amelia first became interested in flying when she was an adult.
2. True or false? The first time a plane crossed the ocean was in 1928.

3. True or false? No traces of Amelia and her copilot have been found.
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- 4.  When did Amelia begin taking flying lessons?
_ a. after World War |

b. after World War Il
. c. after the Civil War

5. Amelia flew solo over the Atlantic Ocean in

6. When Amelia flew solo over the Atlantic, she flew to

- 7.  When did Amelia attempt to fly around the world?

a. June 1897
N b. June 1928
s c. June 1937
- 8. When Amelia's plane vanished, she only had miles to finish.
_ a. 6000
b. 7000
- c. 8000

9. What do you think might have happened to Amelia and her copilot?
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Excitement was in the air. Passengers were greeted as
they walked up the ramp. The Titanic would sail today.

It was April 10, 1912. This new ship was a one-of-a-kind
ship. It could not sink. There were three main decks.

The first and second decks were for the wealthy families.
Working families were on the third-class deck. They were
going to America to find a new life. There were 2200
people aboard the ship.

They had good weather for the first two days. People
strolled on the decks, talking and laughing. They enjoyed
the beautiful ship. The temperature dropped on the third
day. Most people stayed indoors to keep warm.

Warnings were sent to the ship. Icebergs had been spotted ahead. No one worried
much. The captain turned the ship farther south. He didn't think he needed to slow the
ship. He wanted to stay on his time schedule.

Suddenly, an alarm sounded. An iceberg was straight ahead. It was in the ship's path.
There was no way to avoid hitting it. The lower side of the ship was ripped open. Water
began to gush in. The captain knew he must get the passengers off the ship. It was
going to sink.

The crew lowered the lifeboats. There was only room for about 1000 people. People
began to panic. Hundreds of families were separated. The last lifeboat was soon filled.
By now, the stern was up in the air. Icy water was everywhere. The lights on the ship
went out. The Titanic sank to the ocean floor to an icy grave. More than 1500 people
died.

The Titanic now rests 13,000 feet down on the ocean's floor. It was the first ship to use
SOS for help. This ship holds many dreams of the past.

Answer the questions.
1. True or false? The Titanic sank on April 10, 1912.
2. True or false? There were three main decks on the Titanic.

3. True or false? Third-class passengers were seeking a new life in America.
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4. True or false? Icebergs were spotted the first day at sea.
5. True or false? The ship's captain cut the speed and turned farther south.

6. True or false? There was room for 2000 people in the lifeboats.

7. The captain wanted to stay on his , SO he didn't slow the
ship down.

8. The Titanic was the first ship to send an for help.

9. Over people died on the Titanic.

10. How do you think the people on the Titanic felt when they knew the ship was sinking?
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A Symbol of Freedom Naime

Times were hard for the early Americans. They had come to this land to find a new life.
They had to fight for freedom. Their fighting helped the people in the United States be

free.

The Liberty Bell is a symbol of freedom. Long ago, this large
bell rang when leaders made laws. These laws helped keep
people safe. The bell was rung many, many times. One
special day, the bell rang. It was July 8, 1776. This was an
important day in history. The Declaration of Independence
was law!

The Liberty Bell was rung for the last time in 1846. It was
George Washington's birthday. The bell cracked. It could
not be repaired.

Today the bell hangs in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It reminds
us of the great people who built our nation. It tells of the hard
work of men. It reminds us how important freedom is.

Answer the questions.

1.

o

6.

Why did people come to America long ago?

a. to find gold

b. tofind a new life

c. to fight

The Liberty Bell is a symbol of
a. law

b. life

c. freedom

What happened on July 8, 17767

a. The Constitution was written into law.

b. The Liberty Bell cracked.

c. The Declaration of Independence was made into law.

When was the last time the Liberty Bell rang?

What happened to the Liberty Bell the last time it rang?

Where does the Liberty Bell hang?

Historical Events and People
No-Glamour Reading Comprehension 130

Copyright © 1999 LinguiSystems, Inc.



Space T ravel Narme

For many centuries, man dreamed of going into space. They dreamed of going to the
moon and to the planets. What was out there?

We first traveled in space by rockets. The first American to orbit the Earth was John
Glenn. The year was 1962. The first man to walk on the moon was Neil Armstrong.
In 1969, he and Buzz Aldrin explored the moon on foot for nearly three hours. People
around the world watched as an American flag was put on the moon.

Now we travel in space by space shuttles. The space shuttle
is four times faster than the fastest plane in the world. It
moves faster than 30 jumbo jets put together. It travels faster
than a rifle bullet.

Think of what you could see looking out the window of a
space shuttle. One day, traveling in space may be common.

Answer the questions.

1. How was the first travel in space done?
a. by rockets
b. by space shuttles
c. by jets

2.  Now we travel in space by

3. What did Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin put on the moon?

4. What is the world's fastest way to travel?

a. by rocket
b. by space shuttle
c. by jet

5. How fast does a space shuttle move?
a. faster than 30 passenger planes
b. faster than 30 jumbo jets put together
c. faster than 500 helicopters

6. Who is John Glenn?
a. the first American to walk on the moon
b. the first American to put a flag on the moon
c. the first American to orbit the Earth
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7. Who was the first person to walk on the moon?
a. Neil Armstrong
b. John Glenn
c. Buzz Aldrin

8. If you had the chance to fly to the moon, would you go? Why?

9. True or false? John Glenn orbited the Earth in 1969.

10. True or false? Space shuttles don’t fly very fast.
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Custer’s Last Stand ame

You can find a very special park in the state of Montana. This park is full of history.
It was here in 1876 that a great war took place. This park is called the Little Bighorn
National Park.

The war was the Battle of the Little Bighorn. It was the last major American Indian victory
in the West. The Indians had long lived on their own land. Then the white man came to
look for gold. The Indians were angry because the white man came.

The U.S. Army sent Colonel George Custer and his men to capture the Indians. The
soldiers were to move the Indians to a special land area. This land was called a
reservation.

The Indians did not want to leave their land. It was their land. It was not the U.S. Army's
land. It was sacred land. It was their hunting grounds. Their dead were buried on this
land.

The Indians knew there would be a war. They waited
for the battle to begin. Custer attacked. There were far
more Indian braves than U.S. soldiers. In the end, all of
the soldiers were dead. The Indians had won the battle.
Many call this battle Custer's Last Stand.

A visit to this park is a part of history. You can see
gravestones scattered over the park grounds. In the
museum, you can see Indian and U.S. Army weapons

and clothing. You can see the flags that had been proudly
carried in battle. You can almost hear the sounds of fighting.

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

The Battle of the Little Bighorn took place in the state of

The Battle of the Little Bighorn was the last major Indian victory in the

The white man came to Indian land to look for

Colonel led the U.S. Army into battle.
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5. The Indians didn't want to lose their
a. homes and sacred land
b. sacred land and hunting grounds
c. park and hunting grounds

6. The won the battle.

7.  Why do you think this battle was called Custer's Last Stand?
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Eleanor Roosevelt —

Eleanor Roosevelt was born in 1884 in New York City. She was not a happy child. She
had few friends. Her parents and a brother died when she was eight. She went to live
with her grandmother. As a teen, Eleanor went to school in London. At school, she grew
to be a leader. For the first time, she had friends. When Eleanor was older, she returned
to New York.

In 1905, she married Franklin Delano Roosevelt. They had six
children. In 1933, Franklin became the President of the United
States. Eleanor became the First Lady.

When Eleanor was the First Lady, she worked for many things.
She worked for the right of free speech. She worked for better
health care. She wanted better education for all. She worked
for the rights of others. She volunteered help where needed.
People respected her.

Eleanor did much for the people of the United States. People
called her “the First Lady of the World." She was a leader. She
worked hard for other people, trying to make their lives better.

She put others first. This great woman died in 1962.

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

Eleanor Roosevelt was born in in

When Eleanor was a teen, where did she go to school?
a. London

b. New York City

c. Washington, D.C.

Who was Eleanor's husband?
a. Theodore Roosevelt

b. Fred Roosevelt

c. Franklin Delano Roosevelt

When did Eleanor become the First Lady?

a. 1923
b. 1933
c. 1943
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5.

6.

7.

8.

List three things Eleanor worked for as First Lady.

People respected Eleanor Roosevelt. What did they call her?

When did Eleanor Roosevelt die?

True or false? Eleanor Roosevelt didn’t work hard for others.
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Battle of the Alamo Narme

If you go to San Antonio, Texas, you will find a story
of long ago. This story began at an old church,
called a mission. The mission was closed in 1793.
Once it closed, there was no one to take care of it.
Soon the mission was in ruins. It was here that the
Battle of the Alamo occurred.

To understand this battle, you need to go back in time. Long ago, Texas was part of
Mexico. The people of Texas wanted to be free. They wanted their own land. Mexico
claimed the land as its own.

The year was 1856. General Santa Anna led 5000 soldiers into the city. He ordered the
people of Texas to surrender. They refused.

The Texans used the mission as a fort. They only had 150 men to fight. They knew they
were outnumbered. There were far more men in the Mexican army. Still, they fought for
freedom. They fought for their land.

The battle went on for 12 days. It ended when the Mexican soldiers stormed the Alamo.
The Texans lost many brave men that day.

The Alamo has been called "the cradle of Texas liberty." It stands in the middle of San
Antonio. It is a reminder of what freedom means. There is a statue in front of the fort
to the heroes who gave their lives for freedom.

Answer the questions.

1.

In which city did the Battle of the Alamo take place?
a. San Antonio

b. Houston

c. Dallas

In which state is this city?
a. Oklahoma

b. Arizona

c. Texas

What is called “the cradle of Texas liberty"?

True or false? The Alamo was once a mission.
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5. True or false? The leader of the Mexican Troops was General Santa Cruz.
6. True or false? There were more Mexican soldiers than Texan soldiers.
7. True or false? The Battle of the Alamo lasted for 21 days.

8. What was the Alamo?
a. aranch
b. a school
c. achurch

9. What happened in 18567
a. the Battle of the Alamo occurred
b. the Alamo closed
c. General Santa Anna left Texas

10. The Alamo is a reminder of
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The first clock was made at the end of the 13th century. It used gears.
The gears used weights on ropes. A bell rang each hour.

Now there are many kinds of clocks. The clock you see most often

is the watch. We wouldn't have watches if it weren't for Peter Henlein.
He was a locksmith. He developed the mainspring. A mainspring is

a wire that is coiled. The wire is about two feet long before it is coiled.
The mainspring goes in a winding watch. When you wind the watch,
the coil gets tight. As time passes, the coil gets loose. Then you need
to wind it again.

Time is important to all of us. What would we do if we didn't know what time it was? One
of the earliest ways to tell time was by the sun. People used sundials to mark the hours.
It was only a few hundred years ago that we had a way to tell time well.

Today most watches run by batteries. They do not need to be wound. The watch works
until the battery goes bad. Many clocks run on batteries too.

Answer the questions.

1.

Before we had clocks, what was one way people used to tell time?

a. gears
b. bells
c. sundials

What made clocks work long ago?
a. batteries

b. weights

c. winding it

Who made the first mainspring for watches?

What is a mainspring?

The word watch can have several meanings. Which meaning was used in this story?
a. to look at for a period of time

b. to guard carefully

c. asmall timepiece

How do most watches run today?
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Braille

A man named Louis Braille helped them. He was
blinded at the age of three. Being blind didn’t stop
Louis. He loved to learn. He knew there must be
a way to help blind people read and write. Finally
he thought of an idea. He used raised dots on
paper to make patterns. The patterns stood for
letters, numbers, or signs.

Answer the questions.

1. Who developed a way for blind people to read and write?

Name

Long ago, people thought that blind people could never learn to read. They could not
read printed words. What happened to change their lives?

abcdefghlj klm

nppqrstuvwxyz
$8 .0 02 " e 2w

The printed alphabet has 26 letters. The Braille system has 63 patterns. Each pattern
uses up to six dots. Some patterns use one or two dots. Others use more.

Braille is still used today. You can see Braille in many places. The next time you ride
in an elevator, look for Braille numbers by the buttons. Many hotel rooms have room
numbers in Braille. Where else might you find Braille written?

2. Why do you think that Louis Braille was interested in helping blind people?

a. because he wanted to make some money
b. because he was blind
c. because he wanted to publish newspapers

3. What does the Braille system use to make patterns?

a. raised lines on paper
b. raised dots on paper
c. indentations on paper
4. How many patterns are in the Braille system?

5. What do the patterns in Braille stand for?

6. Where is one place you might see Braille today?
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During the Civil War, a baby was born to a slave. This baby was taken from his mother.
He was raised by the Carver family. His name was George. No one knew that one day
this baby would be a great scientist.

George was freed from slavery when he was a young man. He didn't stop working. He
wanted to learn. He had a talent for making things grow. George wanted an education.
He worked to earn money to go to school. He cooked. He took in laundry. He worked
as a janitor. He didn't care what kind of work he did.

This young man never knew his parents. No one told him to study. He wanted to learn.
The more George learned, the more he wanted to know. He questioned why and how
things worked. He wanted answers.

George had a goal. He wanted to make things better for others.
George became a great scientist. He made over 300 products
from peanuts alone. You can thank him for peanut butter!

He also made over 118 products from the sweet potato. He
made dye from clay. He made starch, bleach, and sugar. He
made instant coffee, soap, and ink. He even made shaving
cream! The list goes on and on.

George was a man of great ideas. He was a man of great hope.

He was a man who never stopped learning.

Answer the questions.

1.

2.

George Washington Carver was born during the

What three jobs did George have to earn money to go to school?

George found over 300 uses for the

How many products did George make from the sweet potato?

a. 300
b. 118
c. 318
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5. George made dye from

a. peanuts
b. sweet potatoes
c. clay

6. List five things George Washington Carver invented in his lifetime.

7. True or false? George Washington Carver made products from carrots.
8. True or false? George Washington Carver wanted to learn.
9. True or false? George Washington Carver was raised by the Carter family.

10. True or false? George Washington Carver invented whipped cream.
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Do you like potato chips? Where did they come from? We have to go back to the
summer of 1832. There was a chef, or cook, named George Crum.

George was a good chef. People enjoyed eating his French fries. One day, a dinner
guest complained that the fries were too thick. George cooked more fries. He cut them
thinner than before. The man sent these back too. George was upset. This time, he
cut the fries very thin. He fried them. Would these fries make the man mad? George
hoped so!

The fries were brown and very thin. But instead
of getting mad, the guest loved them! Soon
Crum's fries were called potato chips. Everyone
wanted them!

It wasn't long before the fries were being sold
everywhere. George opened his own restaurant.
People came by just to eat his chips. When the
potato peeler was invented, it made making chips
so much easier. The easier it was to peel them,
the more chips could be made.

Americans today eat more chips than any other people in the world. Chips come in all
different flavors. Do you like ranch or barbecue chips? Do you like sour cream and onion
or salt and vinegar chips? You have a choice.

Answer the questions.

1. When were potato chips invented?

a. 1932
b. 1832
c. 1836

2. Who invented potato chips?

3. How did potato chips come to be made?
a. A customer complained that his French fries were too thick.
b. A customer complained that his potatoes weren't cooked enough.
c. A customer complained that his potatoes were overcooked.
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4.

5.

What invention helped make potato chips easier to produce?

Name three flavors of potato chips you can buy today.

True or false? George Crum was a chef.

True or false? Americans don’t eat many potato chips.

Do you think the invention of the potato chip was an accident? Why?
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Fly High

Orville and Wilbur Wright were brothers. They wanted
to know about flying. They read all they could find to
learn more. The more they learned, the more they
wanted to know.

In 1879, they decided to put an engine on a glider. It
took three years to build the glider. They built it with

a double set of wings. To fly it, the pilot had to lie on
the lower wing. To make the plane turn, the pilot had
to twist the wings. The glider had no wheels. It had

wooden runners.

Answer the questions.

1. What were the Wright brothers' names?

The Wright brothers wanted to make a better plane. They worked and worked. In 1903,
they were ready. The first flight was at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. Orville was the pilot.
The plane only went 120 feet. Its speed was 30 miles an hour. The whole flight only
lasted 12 seconds. A place in history had been made!

2.  How long did it take the Wright brothers to build a glider?

3. How many sets of wings did their glider have?
a. atriple set
b. a double set
c. asingle set

4. How did the pilot turn the glider?
a. He used his control panel.

b. He twisted the wings in the direction he wanted to go.

c. He used the steering wheel.

5.  Where did the first flight take place?

6. How far did the plane go on its first flight?

7. How fast did the plane go on its first flight?
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Weird Inventions -

been good. Some of the ideas were silly.

see you.

There was even a raincoat with a drain at the bottom.

It was supposed to keep the rain off your feet. And then
there was the foot warmer. You breathed into a tube.
Your breath warmed your feet!

Can you believe that people thought these silly ideas
would make them rich?

Answer the questions.

1. What was a grapefruit shield used for?
a. to keep grapefruit juice off the person eating
b. to hold grapefruit
c. togo on a table to keep juice from splattering

2. What did eyeglass wipers do?
a. They kept your glasses clean.
b. They improved your vision.
c. They put oil on your glasses.

3.  What were hen goggles for?
a. to help hens see better
b. to protect the eyes of hens from other hens
c. to keep sand and grit from getting in a hen's eyes
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How about a grapefruit shield? When you eat a grapefruit, sometimes it sprays juice.
The shield kept juice off the person eating. It was made of paper. It could be thrown
away after use. Someone else thought of eyeglass wipers. Blades were put on glasses.
They were like wiper blades in a car. The wipers would keep your glasses clean.

What about goggles for hens? Goggles are thick glasses that protect your eyes. The
goggles protected the hen's eyes from being pecked by other hens. And what about
diapers for pet birds? The bird could fly free in the house. No accidents on floors or
furniture. How about horse taillights? If you were riding a horse on a road, cars would
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4. How did the foot warmer work?

a. Aperson blew into a tube so his breath could warm his feet.

b. A person plugged it in to warm his feet.

c. Aperson wrapped his feet in it so they would get warm.
5.  True or false? Birds with bird diapers could fly free around the house.
6. True or false? Horse taillights helped cars see horses.

7. True or false? Some people's inventions are good; some are silly.

8.  Which ideas from the passage do you think are good? Which are silly? Why?
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Thomas Edison

Thomas Edison was not a good student. He often got into trouble
at school. Sometimes he didn't listen to the lessons. He would
daydream. He would think about things he could make. He didn't
want to be in school. He wanted to spend time working on his
ideas. When he was 10, his mother took him out of school. She

taught him at home.

Edison never stopped wanting to learn. He was full of questions.
He wanted to know why things happened. He wanted to know how

things worked. His mother encouraged him to learn.

Name

Edison was full of ideas. He made the first light bulb. He made the first movie. He made
the first electric motor. He made the first talking doll. He made the first microphone. He

also made the first typewriter.

Edison was always thinking. He worked long hours. Sometimes he worked 20 hours

a day!

People all over the world heard of his work. Scientists came to learn from him. Edison
had a home on an island in Florida. The only way to reach the island was by boat.
Visitors had to stay for a month. Why did they stay so long? The boat only came to the

island once a month.

Today his home is a museum. You can see many of his inventions there. Thomas Edison

invented more than 1000 things. What a great man!

Answer the questions.

1. Why did Thomas Edison get in trouble at school?
a. He would daydream.
b. He wouldn't do his homework.
c. He talked too much.

2. Which two things did Edison invent?

the light bulb magazines
the computer the talking doll
the camera the bicycle
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3. Why did scientists visit Edison?

4. How long would scientists stay when they went to visit Edison on his island home?
a. aweek
b. several days
c. a month

5. How large was the first light bulb?
a. about the size of today’s light bulbs
b. smaller than today’s light bulbs
c. The story doesn't say.
6. About how many things did Edison invent?

7. True or false? Edison was 10 when his mother took him out of school.

8. True or false? Today Edison’s home is a restaurant.
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Henry Ford built the first cars that were cheap enough to be bought by people. It was
1908. People all over had tried to make cars that others would buy. But Ford came up
with a new idea. Why not use an assembly line to make the cars? Parts could be put on
a moving belt. Workers would then put the car together, step by step. At the end of the
line, the car was finished.

Using the assembly line, Ford could put together a car in about 90 minutes. His first car
was called the Model T Ford. Its nickname was the "Tin Lizzie." These cars were sold
for $440 each.

The cars used gasoline. There were no service stations.
People bought gas at a blacksmith shop or a grocery store.
It only cost about 25 cents a gallon then.

The Model T only came in black. Today we have many
different kinds of cars. They come in all colors and styles.
It's your choice!

1. The first cars cheap enough to be bought by people came out in

a. 1908
b. 1918
c. 1928

2.  Who developed an assembly line for cars?
a. James T. Ford
b. Lizzie T. Ford
c. Henry Ford

3. How did the assembly line work?
a. The parts of the car were moved on a belt.
b. The parts of the car were passed by hand to the next person.
c. The car moved on a belt to the storeroom.

4.  About how long did it take to put a car together on an assembly line?

5. How much did a Model T Ford cost?

a. $420
b. $430
c. $440
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6. Where did people get gasoline back then?
a. at a blacksmith shop or hardware store
b. at a blacksmith shop or grocery store
c. at a blacksmith shop or library

7.  How much did a gallon of gasoline cost?
a. 50 cents
b. 40 cents
c. 25cents

8. True or false? Model T's came in lots of different colors.

9. True or false? The Model T's nickname was the “Tin Lizzie.”
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Who invented chewing gum? No one really knows. We do know that ancient Greeks
chewed tree resin. The resin was from the sap of trees. Chewing the resin was thought
to help clean teeth.

Santa Anna was a general from Mexico. He is best remembered for the Battle of the
Alamo. There is another reason to remember him. Later in his life, he came to America
to live. He brought some chicle with him. Chicle is a gummy sap that comes from trees
in Mexico. Thomas Adams got some of the chicle. He worked with it, trying to make use
of it. He tried to make rubber. He failed. He tried to use it as glue for false teeth. He
failed. Finally he made it into chewing gum. It was a great success!

People loved the chewing gum. Adams built a machine that made long strips of gum. He
took the strips of gum to store owners. They broke off pieces when someone wanted to
buy gum. Later on, gum was made into smaller sticks.

In those days, gum only came in one flavor, licorice. This gum was
called Black Jack. It was the first flavored gum. Later, different flavors
were made. The most popular flavor was tutti-frutti. It was sweet.

In 1906, bubble gum was invented by a man named Frank Fleer. He
didn't think his bubble gum was a success. It was too sticky. Twenty
years later, bubble gum was developed that wasn't too sticky. People
could blow bubbles. Color was added to the gum. Since that day,

most bubble gum has been pink.

Answer the questions.

1.

Who invented chewing gum?
a. Thomas Edison

b. General Santa Anna

c. No one knows.

What ancient group of people do we know chewed tree resin?
a. the ancient Romans

b. the ancient Greeks

c. the early Americans

Who introduced chicle to America?
a. Thomas Adams

b. the Greeks

c. General Santa Anna
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4. What inventor became interested in the chicle?
a. General Santa Anna
b. Thomas Adams
c. Thomas Edison

5. What was the name of the first chewing gum produced?

6. When was the first bubble gum invented?

7.  Who first invented bubble gum?

8. Why wasn't the first bubble gum a success?

9.  What color is most bubble gum today?
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Then the die press was invented. This machine could
stamp out many puzzles at one time. The puzzles were
made out of cardboard. Now they didn't cost as much.
More people were able to buy them.

Today you can buy many kinds of puzzles. They come
in all sizes and shapes. You can even get puzzles that
stand upright! Puzzle interest has lasted for a long time.
We have John Spilsbury to thank for this fun.

Sometimes the best ideas come from need. John Spilsbury was an engraver and a
mapmaker. His children were having a hard time learning geography. How could he
help them? John had an idea. He invented the jigsaw puzzle. This puzzle helped his
children learn about other lands.

The idea of a puzzle was new. When people heard about the puzzle, they all wanted one.
John began to make puzzles to sell.

The early puzzles were made of wood. Each piece was cut one piece at a time. Puzzles
took a lot of time to make. The puzzles sold for five dollars. This was a lot of money
then.

Answer the questions.

1.

Who was John Spilsbury?

a. the inventor of the jigsaw puzzle
b. a geography teacher

c. a tool maker

What led John Spilsbury to invent the jigsaw puzzle?

a. He needed the money.

b. His children asked him to.

c. His children were having trouble learning geography.

How are the early puzzles different from puzzles of today?
a. The early puzzles were made of paper.

b. The early puzzles were cut piece by piece.

c. The early puzzles broke easily.
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- )igSElW PLLZZles continued Name

4.  What invention came along that helped make puzzles easier to make?
- a. the die press
b. the printing press
c. the telephone

5.  What were later puzzles made of?
a. wood
b. plastic
c. cardboard
6. True or false? Early puzzles were made of wood.

— 7. True or false? Early puzzles took a long time to make.

8. True or false? Today you can get puzzles in all sizes and shapes.
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Zippers Name

- Where would we be without zippers? The zipper was a great invention. There are many
things that have zippers. Jeans have zippers. Jackets have zippers. Backpacks have
zZippers.

Who invented the zipper? The idea began with a man named Whitcomb Judson. He was
an inventor. He thought about shoelaces. They were long and tiresome to lace. What
could be done?

Judson worked on a new kind of fastener. He called his fastener a clasp locker. He took
his invention to a World's Fair to show it to people. But people weren't interested in it.
Then he got an order from the post office. They ordered 20 mailbags with clasp lockers.
The bags did not work well. The clasp locker jammed too much. The post office went
back to their old bags.

A man named Sundback heard about Judson's idea and liked it. How could he make it
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