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Comments:

Winchester infroduced the 30 Winchester Center Fire
(WCF) carfridge in their new Model 94 leveraction in 1895.
The rest is history. Probably no other cartridge in North
America has put as much venison on the table as the venera-
ble old “thirty-thirty”. Although ballistically unimpressive by
today’s standards, the lightweight, fasthandling rifles often
chambered for the 30-30 proved well suited to hunting the
brushy wood lots of the east coast and New England. Even if it
had faded into obsolescence, the 30-30 would have earned its
place in history as the first sporting cartridge to be loaded
exclusively with smokeless powder.

The vast maijority of rifles chambered for the 30-30 have
tubular magazines. Such rifles require the use of blunt or flat
nosed bullets with a cannelure, and should be crimped in
place. Loaded carfridges must be kept within the maximum
overall length or they will not cycle through the rifle’s action. Al
major bullet manufacturers offer projectiles designed especially

Test Components:

R o 0 g v o v s 6 Winchester
Trimdolength .. ...... ... ... ... ....... 2.028"
PrIEES 25 556 50 bk 5 s Winchester WIR and CCl 200
PRSI o 5. v e 0 0 Large Rifle
Llyman ShellHolder . . ................... No. 6

Jacketed Bullets Used . . .Hornady RN #3015, 110 gr.
Sierra FP #2020, 125 gr.

Hornady RN #3035, 150 gr.

Hornady FN #3060, 170 gr.

CastBullets Used . .. .......... (sized to .308" dia)
*gas check bullet *#311291, 170 gr.
*#311041, 173 gr.

IMR4895  31.0
H335 340 2278
BLC(2)

Note: loads s

+ Designates a compressed powder charge.

e g —

for the 30-30. Shooters should frim all cases to uniform length
rior fo crimping. Many opt fo purchase an additional seat
Eody and seat and crimp in two separate operations.

Despite the indelible association with lever action rifles,
there have been a few bolt action rifles chambered in 30-30
over the years. Shooters loading for boltaction rifles or any of
the Thompson/Center Contenders should refrain from exceed-
ing maximum loads due to strength limitations of the cartridge
case itself. The 30-30 works wel?with a number of powders
including IMR-3031, IMR-4064, and 748. Cast bullet #
311041 was originally designed for the 30-30 and has a
good reputation ?)r accuracy. Reloder 7, XMP-5744, and IMR
4198 should work well with any of the listed cast bullets. Best
results with cast bullets usually occur between 1,500 and
2,100 feet per second. Shooters loading for Marlin rifles with
MicroGroove® rifling should keep cost%ullet velocities below
1,600 feet per second for best accuracy.

Test Specifications:

(Velocity & Pressure)

Firearm Used . ............... Universal Receiver
PRl IO o 5 x5 s s S 5w e 24"
TWISt oo 1-12"
Groove Dia. . ........ . . ... 308"

IMR3031 2
AA2230
IMR4895 305
H335 340 2
BLC(2) 345
748 350
IMR4320 3

760 34
A

own in sh ged nels are maxjmum.
Loads shown in bol defgncte tentiolly most accurate load.
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IMR3031
AA2230
IMR4895

Note: Looﬂs sI:own in
Loads shown in

IMR-3031
IMR-4895
H-335 295 1913
BLC(2) 320 1996 29,000
748 320 1961 28,800
IMR-4064 270 1845 28,200
AA2520 290 1974 27,500
IMR-4320 245 1708
RXI5 290 1831
IMR-4350

Unique
Heco 8. 8
SR4756 70 1102

2400 . 145 1586

*SR4759 155 1613
MR4227 170 161
XMP5744 180 1605
IMR-4198 18.0

N130 19.5

*RX7 200 1632 19,800

YIMR3031 215 1555 20,100
*H335
*748

haded panels are maxjmum.
Eo?éi d:;;gno\tve J;roteﬁhalg'l most accurate load.

+ Designates a compres charge.
- Designotes use or?%Cl ZOggrimers. .
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