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Comments:

The 3006 has reigned for 100 years as probably the most

pular American centerire rifle cartridge. Its ability to shoot buk
L):s from 110 to 220-grains and digest a wide number of smoke-
less powders gives it a flexibility that few rifle cartridges can
match. As a military carfridge, it served the United States in both
World Wars and Korea. In civil guise, it has hunted all of North
America and most — if not all — of the rest of the world, and
dominated High-Power rifle competition for years. The 3006 has
served as the basis for many of our current rifle cartridges as well
as the parent of innumerable wildcats. The 30-06 is still going
strong despite the best efforts by some gunwriters over the years
to declare it obsolete. Reloading dies for the 30-06 have consis-
tently been one of the three best selling Lyman die sets for
decades.

The 30-06 evolved from the shortlived 3003 cartridge orig-
inally chambered in M1903 Springfield Rifle. In spite of the thor-
oughly modern design of the new ‘03 rifle, the ballistics of the
3003 showed litfle improvement over the 30-40 Krag, which it
replaced. The German military’s refinement of their 7.92x57mm
carfridge with a 154-grain spitzer bullet in 1905 caught the
attention of the world’s major powers. The justadopted 30-03
with its 220grain round nose bullet at 2,300 feet per second
became obsolete overnight. The U.S. military refined the 30-03
info the 30-06 in short order. The newly altered carfridge fea-
tured a case shortened by .070” and fired a 152-grain bullet at
2,740 feet per second. This cartridge served in the U.S. military
in numerous loadings info the early 1960s. The original 30-03
round survived a few more years as a chc:mberin?l in

Winchester's Model 95 before finally fading into history.

Test Components:

CaSES . o vve e Winchester
Trimdo length . ..o :canusnsssssmamnesis 2.484"
Primers .. ... Winchester WLR
PrimerSize .......... ... ... .. Large Rifle
Lyman Shell Holder . ..................... No. 2

Jacketed Bullets Used . . . . . . Sierra HP #2110, 110 gr.

Sierra SP #2120, 125 gr.
Hornady SP #3020, 130 gr.
Hornady SP # 3031, 150 gr.
Barnes XLC #30854, 150 gr.
Nosler Ballistic Tip #30165, 165 gr.
Sierra HPBT #2200, 168 gr.
Barnes X #30835, 180 gr.
Sierra SBT #2160, 180 gr.
Sierra HPBT #2210, 190 gr.
Sierra HPBT #2230, 200 gr.
Hornady RN #3090, 220 gr.

While the 3006 is an extremely flexible cartridge, shooters
loading for the M1 Garand rifle must follow certain precautions.
The Garand's gas system is designed around military issue
ammunition with bullets usually weighing either 152 or 173-
grains. The best powders for loading in the M1 Garand are IMR-
4895, or IMR-4064. Garand shooters should stick with spitzer
bullets weighing between 150 to 168-grains. Round nosed bul
lets may not feed properly through the M1’s mechanism.
Moreover, the use of heavier bullets can eventually damage the
rifle’s operafing system. Shooters reloading military cases should
keep maximum loads one to two grains below those listed here.
Cases should be fullength sized E%r proper functioning as in any
semiautomatic rifle.

The widerange of bullet weights usable in the 30-06
mandate some discretion in powder selection. Mid-range pow-
ders such as IMR-4895 usually work well with all bullet weights.
Lighter bullets will work with faster powders such as, IMR-3031
or H-335. Heavier 200 and 220-grain bullets should respond
well with IMR-4350, Reloder 19 and other slower burning
powders.

The 3006 also works extremely well with cast bullets.
Results can vary from one gun to the next and shooters will often
need to experiment with sizing diameters and seating depths but
the results are well worth it. Shooters loading for the M1903A3
rifles with two-groove barrels have had particularly good accura-

from Lyman cast bullets #311291 and #311644. Best pow-
?;r choices for cast bullets include Reloder 7, XMP-5744, and
SR-4759.

CastBullets Used . . ............ sized to .309" diq)
*gas check bullet #311359, 115 gr.
*#311672 160 gr.
*#311291, 170 gr.
*#311041, 173 gr.
*#311644, 190 gr.
*#311299, 200 gr.
*#311284, 210 gr.

Test Specifications:

(Velocity & Pressure)

FirearmUsed ................. Universal Receiver

Barrellength . ....... .. ... ... . ... 24"

R L T O P T 1-10"

GrooveDia. ... .308"

Note: loa nin sh nels are maxjmum.
Loaﬂz :hgan in E)o?g ﬁiggnaefg <;lx?tengl!c:":; most
accurate load.

+ Designates a Tompressed powder charge.
In Bressure column, C=Copper Units ot Pressure
(CUP); P=Pounds per Square Inch (PSI)
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In pressure column,
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